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BIBDS OF A SURVIVII{G AREA OF OBIGINAL PRAIRIE LAND. 
I EASTERN TiIEBRASKA

DON B. WIIELAN

About nine miles aoathwest of LincoLn, in Lancastcr t]ounty' is a

hall section of typical upland prairie, one oI the. fe\D areas or lrn-

broken prairie sod of any consider'able size remarnmg rlr eastern ae_

;';"k;. T;;;;;s"uply ot ttti" prairie area is distinctlv rolling' anrl

;;;"J;;f-t Jri.et ot"d"itt hills, usuallv with broad tops and gentle

J;;:-;; ull "ooe""d wiih prairie sod' The general elevation -is about

r-i6o iJ, t"a ihe highest hiil is aboui 140 feei' The soil is a fine iex-

il1; "ti;'i;;; (Car"rington) of gtacial orisin, with-no evidences. oi'

erosion. The threc largel ravines that cut into ond h&\e thert onllrn

on th. ptui"i" ar" of bu1 moclcratc depth, an'l their begilnings are

"rrril"*-J "t.p"ted with prairie grass The vegetation is iypically.of

ih" lulf eto*" type, with ilrre-stertr grasses pre'lominating - On- tha

a.i""t p.'"t" of iie'ridges occur also certain grasses t;pical of ihe

*""i".i plti"". In addition, ihe usual prairie herbac-eous vegetation

o""**, *ta as tLe ravines progress torvaril their outlets, shrubs and

pt.,r'n ihi"t "t" occur. Iarther down small trees are growing, antl sfill

iarurer tlovn the trees bccome qrrite lartse These larger- trees arc

chiefly boxeldcr, cottonwooal and $ illurv Cerfllilr woodland herllaceous

plantJ also occur in the larger ravines. The tract is in a primeval con

dition, the vegetation haring becn practically urttouched cxcept fot

haying operations early each fall.

The $'ritea was cngageal in ecological stutfies on this prairie from

lfarch 10 to October 2B, 1928; xfarch 14 to Mav 26, 1929;February
23 to trIav 30, 1930; ancl Januarv 23 to trIav 31, 1931' During thesc
periods a list was kept of ihe birds that were observed on this tract'

Many of the birds lisled inhabit the woodccl ravines almost exclusive-
lv, except -whilc flying across the prairie from one- ravine to another'
tiihn" *p""i"" use ihis natural coler for nesting and protection, but go

out on ihe prairie to feetl upon insects or small rodents' Still others

spenil much or all of their tirne on the prairie, nesting or feeding there'
lir the eompilation of ihis list of 86 spccics thc writer hail the-assist-
ance of Messrs. Edson Fichter, Lerov l[. Gates, George E lludson
arcl llarold C, Jones, and their invaluable help is here acknowledged'
NIr. lludson has also pemitted the use of some notes nade by him
in the fall of 1932 (October 29 and Nolembcr 19) and IIr' Iichter of
some notes made by hirn during 1938 (llarch 18 to April 24 and Se1'-
l,ember 24 to October 29).

American Bittcrn- Seen at intervals in a sparsely wooded, low
prairie ravine, April 12 to lfav 4' 1930.

Noltherrr sharp-shinned lrawk one was clearlJ' seen pcrchecl

in a tree in one of the tavines on Mav 17, 1931.

Rerl-taileil Harvk (subsp.)-One seen on l{arch 1'l antl c pair in

a tree onMav 1?J 1931. The male of this pair latcr soaretl so that its

distingtishing marks could plainlv be seen
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Swainson Harvk-On March 14 and May 17, 1931, this harvk rvas
seen soaring oyer the prairie and along the ravines.

Amerisan Rough-legged Hawk-Hudson saw three on the prairie
0n October 29, 1932.

Marsh Hawk-A pair was seen on every visit to the prairie in
various years, betfieen Januaay 23 to October 29. Thev were usuallv
seen either flying or in the top of a high tree in the ravine. On May 2,
1930, a female was flusheil from an open ravine, filled with weeds. it
gave several sharp cries, flying off and coming back repeateilly, while
the male soareil high ab,ve tle grouril. A nest was founil, built of dry
grass and raiseil several inches above the level of the sur"rounding soil.
In it were five soiled white to pale blue, nearly roun-l eggs. On May 26
following, this lrest contained seven eggs.

Spalroiv Hawk (subsp,) Seen on April 30 anil May 1, 1930,
flying or,er the trees in the ravines, or perched on locks oD the pra.irie.

Eastern Bob-rvhite These birds may have been aroulil the prair-
ie ravines &t other seasons, but they were only seen between Septem
ber 13 and December l .

Ring-necked Common Pheasant-Winters near the prairie ra,-
vincs. Several wele scen from January 23 to May 5, and again on Oc-
ober 29 and November 19, feeding on the prairie or among the shrubs
l11 trne ravtnes.

American Herring Gull-During different vears between April 13
ancl Mav 30, these birds were seen flving ovet the prairie.

Riug-billed Gull-Onc was seen on Mav 24, 1931, flying over the
open prairie ravines.

tr'ranklin Gull-A few were seen flying atouncl over the prairic
on Mav 19, 1930.

Western Mourning Dove-This biral r.as commonly to be seen
resting in trees in the ravines, sitting on the prairie grass or flyilg
about in small groups.

Eastern Yellow-billeil Cuckoo-On May 31, 193i, one was scen
irr ono ol thp nore t lonsely wooded Trrair ic rarincs.

Arnerican Barn Owl Observed April 13, 1929, and Mav 24, 1931,
among the trecs in the rarines or flying from tree to tree.

Nebraska Screech Ow1-One 1v&s seen at various times between
Mav 10 and September 6. On August 30, 1928, one ryas flusherl frolr
a tree, in the middle of the day, closely follorved by several crows.

Great llorned Owl (subsp.) I{uilson sarr one of these owls rl
a tLce on Oetober 29, 1932.

Western Burrowing Owl-Fichter saw this species at the entiancc
to sone skunk dens near a hill top on April 4 and 24, 1938.

Long-eared Orvl-Fichter saw one roosting in a tree in a ravine
on September 24, 1938. A pa,ir was observed bv him roosting regtlarly
in a plum-dogwood thicket in a ravine from March 18 to 27,7939.

Northern Short-eared OwFSeen Aprit 13 antl May 1, 1930, in.r,
n ooi led ravine ond on tbc prair ie.

Chimney Srvift-Seen on May 24, 7931, when flying ovcr the
prailie a short distance above the Eround.
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Northern Yellow-shafteil Flieker-Almost always seer in the ra

ui""", u"i not on the prairie itself, from February 23 to May 3l llurl

son observeil seYeral on Ociober 29, 1932'

Common Red-shafted tr'licker-On March ?8, 1929, tivo were seen

feediog on the prairie.
Eistern Red-headeil \{oodpecker-Another birtl of the woodeil

ravines, noted from March 24 to August' 6 -
Eastern llairy Woodpeeker-Notetl February 1, 1931, in a' hole

in a dead tree in a voodetl ra,vine. Also October 29 and Novenber 19,

1932 (Hudson).
NL hern'Downy Woodpecker-These 'were seen repeatedly be-

tveen Tebruary 1 and Mav 31, in wooded ravines Also same rla'tes

as above.
Eastern Kingbird-Seen in small trees or bushes in the more opeu

prairie raviues, May 2 to August 16.' 
A"kuo"o" 

-Kinebird-Seen 
on bushes in the more open ravines,

May 5 to May 31.'Northern 
Crested Tlycatcher-One heard in a more thickly wood-

eal ra.\'ile on Mav 26, 1929.
Easfern Phoebe-Trom March I to May 31 in different years'

near a large culvert at the prairie's edge.
Least tr'lycatcher-On Mav 17, 1931, their call sourdeil from ev-

ery pa.rt of the prairie ravines. One was noteal also on May 24, 1931-
Olive-sided Flycatcher (subsp.)-Seen on May 24, 1931, in a

vooaleal a&vi[e..
Saskatchewan Horned Lark-Seen from Ja'nuary 23 to May 4,

flying over the prairie or feeding upon it. Some lvere seen in the ra-
vines, but most of them 'were in ihe opcn.

dommon Bank Swallow Seen flying over the prairie from April
14 to May 4.

Rough-winged Swallow-The only ones seen were on Mav 24,
1931.

Barn Srvallow-Noted from -&pril 5 to October 4.

Northern Purple Martin-On Mav 4, 1030, a few were seen fly-
ing or er the prairir ' .

Northern Blue Jay-Found only in the woodecl ravines, or flying
over the prairie from one ravine to another, April 30 to Mav 31. Tlod-
son reportecl seeing them on October 29, 1932.

.{merican Magpie In the trees in the r.avines on October 29,
1938 (Tichter).

Eastern Crorv-Found in the ravines at alt times of the year' as
rvell as flying around above it. In the norrling vory often a alozen or
more -woukl be found feeding out on the prairie itself.

Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.)-The calls of this biril were
heard from the vadous ravines iluring the winter and eally spring,
&nil also in the fall.

Tufted Titmouse-On April 6, 1930, one was seen in a wooded
ravinc running lhrough the prairie.

Western House Wren-In sparsely woodeil ravines, pairs of these
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birils wero seen and heard from April 26 to May 31. One pair hail a
nest in .a boxeliler tree.

Catbird-Both seen and hearal in the nore open parts of the aa-
rines flom May 17 to Septemtrer 6.

Ea,sterrr Brown Thrasher-Sometimes flying over the prairie, but
usually fouud in the lower branches of some tree or bush in the ra-
vines, from April 12 to August 16.

Eastern Robin-On1v a few are to be found oo the prairie or in
its woodeil ravines. They were seen between  larch 14 and April 13,
but always on the wing, eiiher flyiag across the prairie or towarcl one
of the wooded ravines.

Olive backed. Swainson Thrush-About five were seen on Mav
24, 1931, io a dense thicket in a ravine.

Eastem Common Bluebird A bird of the ravines, or feeding near
them, noted from March 17 to May 31.

Anerica,n Common Pipit-Noteil in 1938 by Fichter on September
24, Ociober 8 (specimen taken), 15 (present in great numbers) and 29.

Reil-eved Vireo-On May 17, 1931, one was both hearil anil seen
in a thicket of a ravine.

Northern Bell Yireo 'Ihese birds, with their distinctive song,
rvore quite common in all of the wooiled ravines on both May 24 and
31, 1931.

Yellow Warbler (subsp.)-In three springs, from April 30 to May
3l,.these birds rrere s€en and hearil in the denser portions of the ra-
vlnes,

Eastern Myrtle Warbler-Noteil by lichter ia a plum-dogwood
l,hicket in a ravine on April 25, 1938.

Black-poll Warbler-One was seen among some trees on IIay 26,
1929.

Maryland Yellorv-throat ( subsp. ) -Usually found in the moae
open parts of the ravines and close to the ground. Noted in three
springs, firom May 4 to May 31.

Chat (subsp.) The varied calls and whistles of this birtl werc
hearil from the wooded ravines on May 26, 11929, and May 17, 24 antl
31, 1931.

American Redsta.rt-Tound in the more wooiletl patts of the ra-
vines on l\4 av 2), 1929, and, I\ ' lay 31, 1931.

English House Spartow-These hirds were selclom seen on ihe
prairie. They were abundant aLong a roatl bordering the prairie, anil
in a near-by field, but they were seen for only a few yards inside the
prairie itself.

Bobolink-The 6nlv time this bircl was seen was on May 24, 1931.
Iastern Common Meadowlark From March 3b on, this bird was

frequentlv heard from the lower pards of the praiie.
'Western 

Meailowlark-trlom all p*rts of the prairie, but not in
the ravines, this species was heatal singing from March 10 until Aus-
ust 2.

Red-winged Blackbird (subsp.)-tr'rom March 23 until Mav 24
these bilds wcre frequently seen in the rarines ol flying over ihe
Drairie.
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Eastern Chipping Sparrorv-tr'rom April 8 (1930) to
(1931) in trees in the ravines.

Clav-coloreil Sparrov'-Seen anal one 'was collected on
1929, bv Hudson.

Field Sparrorv (subsp.)-tr'rom Apdl 5 to May 31, 1931, rrsualh'

sitting on a tree branch extending out over the prairie.

Harris Sparrow-Tound in the thickets in the ravines frpm Feh-

ruar. 23 (1930) unti l  May 24 (1S31). l ludson reporfs them again on

October 29 anil November 1.9, 1932, when they werc common.

Eastern \Vhite-crowned Spanow-One w&s secn sitting on rr

plai l ic weed on IIav '1, 1930.

White-throated Sparrow-A ferv vere seen and heald Mav 1?,

1931. in one of the wooded ravines

Orchard Oriole;Both sexes seen in the ravines on May 24 and 31'

Baltimore Oriote A rnale was seen ou May 26 and 29 in the

vooded ravines.' 
Bronzeil Grackle-tr'rom March 30 until May 31 these birds were

frequenLly seen flying over tbe prairie''nr."t"ern 
Cowbi.d-Seen in di-fferent years from April 19 (1929)

io May 31 (1931) in sparsely wooded ravines ''' 
Eastem'Cardinal-Quite oo*".oo" among the more thickly wood-

eil ravines. Noteil from Januaq' 23 to August 1'
Rose-breastedt Grosbeak-One was seen in a ravine on May 17,

1931.
Western Blue Grosbeak-On May 5, 1929, a' male was seen sittrng

on a small tree in a raYine.
Indigo Bunting-Ole seen in a wooded iavine on Mav 26, 1929-

lazili Buntinglluclson saw a male singing in a taee in one of

thc ravines on May 29' 1929.
Dickeissel--Uiuallv sitting on a small tree or bush in a m.ore or

less open ravine, these birds wete seen commonly from May 10 (1928)

to lusust 2 (1928).

American Goldfinch (subsp.)-Another ravine 'lweller, seen be-

trvcen February 23 (1930) and July 26 (1928).

Rcd eyed llasterr Torvhee Seen in the more operr peits of t]e

prai e ravines, between April 6 (1931) a;d Angust 30 (1928)'

Western Grasshopper Sparro n'-Usually first noticctl when

flushed out of the prairie grass anal then by iheir faint song The

earliest recoral wa.s-on March 5, 1929, and the latest September 27'

1928. Thev nest in the prairic grass, but their nests are lery clifficnlt'

to f ind.
I/esper Sparrow (subsp.)-Tound on the nrairie borrlering the ra'

vines, from April 14 (1929) to Mav 17 (1928).

Lark Sparrow (subsp.)-Seen on prairie from April 13' 1930' io

Mav 24 ,  1931.
Eastern Slate-coloretl Junco-The only one seen was on April

6, 1930, in some small trees. Elualson repo'-ts them common on N'renr-
ber 19. 1932.

May 17

Ma.v 5,
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Tree Sparrow (subspr)--Seen from Janua:ry 23 (1931) until April
6 (1930) aurong the bushcs or feeding in the grass near the thickets.
Seen again November 19, 1932, by I{udson.

Song Sparrow (subsp.)-Seen in the bushv ravines from Feb-
ruary  23  (1930)  lo  May 2  (1929) .

Dept, Entomologg, Unia. of Nebr., Lincoln, Nebr.


