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STATNGNT:

Being a profess ional  grass land ecolcg isE.  who \das h i re i  by the Univers i ty
of  Nebraska in  1977 to in i t ia te a research program on n. :E ive mid\ res l  grass-
l a n . l q  T  h e r r e  h o e n  i n r r o n t n r r | i n o  c i o n i f i . , n i  F . l  I  o r . c e  n r . i r i a -  - - . . - . . -  g r : rs  s -
lands in Eastern Nebraska '".hich would be suitable for future research.

Ta l l  g rass  pra i r le  r l : : rnanE.s  in  the  mid \ , res  E  anC espec ia l l y  in  EasLs :n
Nebraska,  a re  p rac t iea l l y  nonex isEent  due to  in tens ive  fa rming  acL iv i ty  and
re la t i ve ly  I la t  tooograohv  su i rabLe fo r  o low-agr icu l tu re .  L l r rger  parcu_Ls  over
40-50 acres  3re  ex l remoly  ra re  and c rany  o i  Ehese have been overgrazeC cor  r : rny

Th is  pasE ) 'e3r  p ro fess iona l  peop le  in  L incoLn and a t  rhe  Ln ivers iCy  , - , f
Nebraska pointed out to ne rhe exlsaence of a J-arge 540 acre tract o\, 'ned b"v the
a i l - r '  ^ F  l i n n n l n  ' . l h i a h  F . <  n n r  h o a n . l a < r - r ^ \ , J ;  ^ r r  r l ^ . , i - -  . t ! , a  n r i m - , i t , r  F .

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a r c e J -  v a s  a  i e n c e d  b u f f e r  a r e a . t r o u n j  a  b o m b  s l o r e g e  d e g o r  r o r
a USA Air force Lase at  L incoln aopro: inaceiy  L940-1910.  The a i rbase r , ras re-
cent ly  inact ivated and surp lus proper ty  conveyeci  to  the Ci ty  of  L incoln.  thus
the pra i r ie  carcel  receivec i  "accrdcnia l "  oroLeccion Dy Ej lc  Ai r force EhroLlgh
c h e  l 9 4 0 r s ,  5 0 t s ,  a n o  6 0 ' s  i n  a n  a D p a r e n L l y  u : r g r a z e d ,  " u : r m a n a g e d "  s L a E . .  i ' , i i h
the ass ignment  of  the foroer  a i rbase properEv Lo Ehe scni -aulonous,  Ci ty  or .
L incoln Ai rpor t  Author i t -v ,  the a i rpor t  operat ion began der lv ing operat ing
funds by leas in6 conmcrc ia l  sEorage space in :he former raunic jons sEorage bur . -
kers and leaslng grazj.rrg righrs to Ehe balance of the 640 acres.

I i!.rve visited the "Ninenile Prairie" (so named by Dr. J.E. I^Jeaver, and
students) approxinately 6 tlnes during this past growing season and have re-
vierrred the published and unpublished data .!,/hich researchers have derived frora
this tal' grass prairie remnant. The prairie has had an extensive, early
publ icar 'on h is tory (see repr in ts  of  ar r ic les and b ib l iography)  compared to
many su-\ ta1I grass prairie remnants, which rnakes it exLremely valuable
(a] -most  invaluable)  sc ient i f ica l ly ,  Dr .  J .E.  Weaver  and h j -s  s tudents of  the
1920rs-50 's  used th is  pareel  for  teaching and research resul t ing in  important
publ lshed studies pr ior  to ,  dur ing,  and af ter  Ehe d isast rous CreaE Drought  of
Ehe 1930rs.  Weaver 's  work on grass land ecology and ef feets of  drought  and
gxazLng on ecologi-cal succession in prairies is of national and international
reputation. Thus, this reonant tall grass prairie which has received so much
scie' ,ific attenEion has simply survived by "accident" and currently enjoys
no formal- protection. I plead with you to consider any mechanism which you
nay have to help give this prairie innediate protection.
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After surveying the area this past sumer and examining histcrlcal
aer ia l  phorographs (deposi ted in  the St3te of  Nebraska Conservar ion Survel r )
of  the area,  only  approx imaEely 230 acres of  the tota l  640 acres are J-n good
ecologica l  conl i t ion due to past .  misnanagenent  and severe overgraz ing of  the
nor thern por t io ! .  (see aer ia l  photo enclosed,  prov ided by yr .  E.  Rousek) .
Eowever ,  the southern fenced 230 acres invenaor ied by Mr.  Rousek,  nysel f  and
others th ls  past  suDser has not  been s igni f ieant ly  overgrazed s ince the
City of Lincoln received Ehe land fron the US government..

Ste iger ,  who publ ished "sLructure of  Pra i r ie  Vegetat iont ,  in  the journal
Ecology in  1930,  l is ted 345 p lanr  soecies ex is t ing on the s i te  1927-2g v1. :h
237 " regular"  pra i r ie  species.  I  have annotated and updated SEeigerrs  192g
l is t  o f  species and nany of  then st i l l  ex is t  on the pra i r ie  a l though an
intensive ecologica l  restudy of  the s i te  is  requi red to answer the quest ion
of  p lant  and aninal  comluni ty  changes on th is  pra i r ie  s ince i ts  in i t ia l
ecoJogical  descr ip t ion,  and to idenr i fy  the exrenE of  recovery of  th is  ura i r ie
f ron the 1930's  drought  which Robertson (1939)  docuraent .ed and 

' l {eaver  (1944.
1956)  descr ibed.

As far  as I  can te1l ,  f ie ld  vork and long Eern observat ions,  on 9- in i le
prairie was used in part by Weaver Eo forllulate l-�is published ecological
descr ip t ion of  a  " typ ica1"  mi ,C- ;estern uDlaad ta11 grass pra i r ie .  I luch of  h is
e a r r y  r e s e a r c h  r n  s o i l  r e l a E i o n s  a n d  p r a i r i e  D i a n i  r o o t s  s y s c e n  d - s c r i o r i c n s

L "  - ' _ - f  p . ^ l r r r i c t _ c I  r . , . c  - . , n ; , , .\ w r r r L ' r  d r c  w r u s ! )  b r r L r * ' r  d L r u  d u y r e ( ' ! d L c u  L r )  p . L d u _  . . * _  , - . . - _ : f e c  o n

th is  pra i r ie .

The pra i r ie  is  log j -s t ica l . ly  an ideal  pJ-ace for  fu ture educal_ ionaf  ano
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c : s  d l r e  r o  i t s  F r o x i u i E y  E o  t h e  L n i v e r s i t y  o f  ) . l e b r a s r a ,
l ies leyan Co11ege,  and oLner  publ ic  s :nools  in  the Cicy of  L incoln.

In  terns of  roy fu ture sc ient i f ic  research p lans Lhis  pra i r ie  re l lnanc
coul< i  prov ide a superb oppor tuni iy  to  docunenc any b io logieal  chanses wnicr
n ight  have occurred s ince i {eaverrs  and others s tudies 'of  the ear ly  l -900,s,
of  th is  undis turbed,  c l i r :ax pra i r ie  ecosystet r r .  Coraparat ive ecologica l
conmunity studies using nodern ecological xiethods need to be done on tall
grass prairie ecosysEems and we have recently assercbled a staff of 4 .voung
ecologi  !s  at  the Univers i ty  of  l iebraska who could d i rect  these k inds of
s tudies Let  me re late a s ingle speci f ic  case in  polnt .  A new facul ty  rncmber,
Dr .  A.  Joern who is  s tudying ecology of  grasshopper populat ions,  could have
used g-mi le  pra i r ie  as a s tudy area but  coul i  not ,  s ince the area was d is :uroed
dur ing he growing season by gr  az i i l rE donest ic  beef  cat t le .  in  my esEioat ion,
this par'cel has infinitly much rnore scientifac value than the ciEy of Linr:oln
or the ,irport Authority Board recogni.zes or is currently deriving from a com-
rnerc ia l  graz ing lease.  In  addi t ion,  the 230 acres under  considerat ion has
received a relacively lighf grazing inpact since the property r+as acquired by
the Ci ty  in  the ear ly  1970rs.  Naver theless,  t rampl ing and d is turbance is  re-
Iatively severe along ttle spring seeps aIrd steep sided stream courses, where
many of the rarer plant and aninal species are found., In my vier,r, the
current gr azing lranagenent (even though light - and apparencJ-y in accordance vrith
cur) -nt range EranagerDent guidelines) is not coupatible with the Drairiers scien-
t i f r .c  va lue as a fu ture "basel ine"  s tudy area for  ecologica l  inrorrnat ion and
for gauging future environmental furpact on a cli:nax ta11 grass prairie eco-
system.
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T -  ^ J l - ' l i  ^ -r r r  aoo_LLron,  cnrs pra i r ie  rext tant  is  i rnedlate ly  thTeatened by sorawl ing
urbanizat ion in  t t re  l , inco1a area,  in f la ted land valu ls ,  and potent ia l  industr ia l
develop.rent  under  contro l  o f  Lhe c i ty  of  L incoln or  the r , inc; rn Ai rpoxt
Author i ty .

The g-n i le  pra i r ie  holds t renendous potent ia l  sc ient i f ic  a i r  d  educat i -onal
va.l-ue since it is a signiflcant remant of the I orinerl,.r extensive iall grass
pra i r ie  vegetat ion tvce a l l  but  destro, r /ed ( replaced?)  b,v  nodern asr icu l ture.
r t  is  an imDortant  and h is tor ic  Dar t  o f  the natura l  her i tage of  a i l  \ebraskarrs
which is just no\,f coo.ing to be appreciated by i_ts absence. In Lincoln anci in
the midwest  in  genera l  there is  a "grass roots"  in terest  in  the ecology ano
natura l  h is tory of  nat ive Drai r le  p lant  and animal  species,  again rnain lv  due
to the past  in tensive agr icu lLura l  inpact  in  the area and the scarc i rv  of  nre-
s e r v e d  o r  p r o t e c t ' - ' d  n a i u r a r "  a r e a s  f o r  s c i e n t i i i c  s t u o y  a n d  e : r v : r o n : r e n t , f  r
educaEion.


