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res9?.rch. ancl publrc service purposes.
and-the intent would remain the 

'same,

UNL arrorney Drck Wood rold the
board.

Wood said purchase funds would
come fnom pri\'ate Sources, includine
the N.U. Fcundation. Shotrld the moneir-
not be raised before Jan. l, rhe universi-
ty would not be able.to exercise its op
tion, be said. ;

In 1979 tir-e board approved a resolu-
$on.recognizing the uniqueness of the
vrrgrn.prairiq in an,r. future disposition
of the land.

..Ju'0. y-g?ry -rgo rhe Audupon Socierv
offered $61,640 for the prairie, bur tha't
bid r+'as rejected by thi board. Rousek
then went the legislative roure, bur the
authonty still shied awav from the sale.
EarlS dtis year, Rousefi, began explor-
1191trc qossjbility of rransferling ritie to
N.U. to facil i tate the purchase.

Anpott Authority to Sell
NineMile Prairie to N.u.
Lincoln (AP) - The Lincoln AirDort

Authorit-\' has agreed to sell 229 acres of
virgin prairie - knou'n as the Nine.Mrle .
Prarrie - to the Universitv of Nebras-
ka, r rnually securing its preservarion."I'm sure future generations wrll be
thankful for the aciions of the board
!oda)'," said Ernest Rousek, Wachiska
Audubon Societv member who has led
the fight ro save-rhe land from the plow..

The board is giving the university the ;
option to buy rhe prairie for $600 an
acre by Jan. I, 1983. The agreerhent'
includes restrictions on anv commer-
cral or residential developnient on the
site and allows fornavigation, drainage
ano matntenance easements.

The tract. located northwest of the
Lincoln Municipal Airport, has been
leased to the Audubon SoCiery for 94,600
a vear . '

For the last 50 vears the universitv
has used the prairie for educationai,
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