
  

 

Proof that Plains any-
thing but drab 
By David Hendee 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU  
 

A $39.95 purchase could save your 
life, if you're expecting to have a heart 
attack around here and want to find a 
nearby hospital. 

Or it could help keep your car from 
being stolen, if you choose places in 
the Great Plains with low rates of ve-
hicle theft. 

It could even help win a bet on wheth-
er Nebraska or Texas has more na-
tives per capita in the National Foot-
ball League. 

Medical accessibility, crime and foot-
ball are three of 29 categories with 
extended explanatory text in the new 
"Atlas of the Great Plains" published 
by the University of Nebraska Press. It 
features 312 maps, 11 graphs and 
eight illustrations. 

The idea for the atlas surfaced after 
the NU Press published the 
"Encyclopedia of the Great Plains" in 
2004, said J. Clark Archer, a geogra-
phy professor at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln and one of the atlas' 
co-editors. Archer edited maps in the 
encyclopedia. 

Archer and a geography colleague, 
the late Stephen Lavin, proposed the 
atlas to the Center for Great Plains 
Studies at UNL. They enlisted Fred 
Shelley, a University of Oklahoma 
geography professor, as a co-editor. 

"The idea was an atlas that would 
stand independently of the encyclope-

dia," Archer said. "It's a companion, 
not a supplement." 

Archer said the Great Plains is a re-
gion that has been understudied and 
overlooked. 

The atlas chronicles the history of the 
region, including political and social 
developments. It explores a variety of 
subjects, from American Indians to 
military forts and trading posts, ethnic 
ancestry to religious affiliation, home-
stead acreage to irrigated farmland, 
symphony orchestras to rodeos. 

Archer said he and his co-editors se-
lected topics based on what infor-
mation was available and interesting 
ð and whether or not they could cre-
ate a map.  

"Maps are more difficult than prose," 
he said. "In prose, if you lack some-
thing to write about western Nebras-
ka, you do eastern Nebraska. But if 
you translate that to a map, it's imme- 
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 Greetings from Lincoln 
Jim Merchant 

On behalf of the 
faculty, staff 
and students of 
UNL Geogra-
phy, I welcome 
you to the third 
annual UNL 
Geography 
Alumni newslet-

ter.  We are pleased to have this op-
portunity to highlight important 
events and accomplishments of this 
past year, and thank each of you 
who contributed news about your 
work and your families. 
 
By now, most of you have heard the 
sad news of the untimely passing of 
Dr. Stephen J. Lavin in May.  A 
member of the Geography faculty for 
over 30 years, Steve was widely rec-
ognized for his excellence in teach-
ing and research in cartography.  His 
scholarship and friendship are sorely 
missed by all of us.  During his ca-
reer at UNL, Steve supervised 43 
graduate students and served for 5 
years as Chair of Geography.  In 
October, many former students and 
colleagues honored Steve at a spe-
cial paper session held in conjunc-
tion with the 2011 annual meeting of 
the North American Cartographic 
Information Society.   
 
One of Steveôs finest achievements 
is the new Atlas of the Great Plains 
(University of Nebraska Press, 2011) 
co-authored with his friends J. Clark 
Archer (UNL) and Fred M. Shelley 
(University of Oklahoma).  The only 
comprehensive atlas of the region, 
the volume contains more than 300 
original full-color maps and extensive  
text chronicling political and social   
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Greetings contôd  
 
developments, Native Americans, set-
tlement patterns, agriculture, voting 
records, medical services and other 
topics.  Geographers David J. Wishart 
(UNL) and John C. Hudson 
(Northwestern University) also contrib-
uted to the book.   A recent editorial in 
the Omaha World-Herald congratulat-
ed the authors ñfor adding significantly 
to our regional knowledge.ò  The atlas 
has also received accolades from re-
viewers for both the World-Herald 
and the Lincoln Journal Star. 
 
In addition to publication of the Atlas 
of the Great Plains, let me mention a 
number of other noteworthy events of 
this past year: 
 

¶ Dr. David Wishart was honored by 
former students during two special 
sessions held at the 2011 annual 
meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers in Seattle.  
And, Michael Forsberg and Dr. 
David Wishartôs book, Great 
Plains: America's Lingering 
Wild (University Of Chicago 
Press, 2009), continues to accrue 
accolades. 

 

¶ Dr. Juan Paulo Ramirez authored 
a new book entitled Geography 
of Latin America: A Geographic 
Information Systems Approach 
(Kendall Hunt, 2011). 

 

¶ Dr. Katherine Nashleanasô article, 
Metageographic Communities: A 
Geographic Model of Demassified 

Societies, was published in the 
Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers (May 
2011, Vol 101, No. 3). 

 

¶ Dr. Juan Paulo Ramirez and Dr. 
Gene Guan received funding from 
the UNL Center for Digital Re-
search in the Humanities for re-
search to develop a cloud-based 
GIS historical geospatial and pho-
tographic library of Nebraska. 

 

¶ Dr. Arthur I. Zygielbaum joined the 
Geography Graduate Faculty as 
Adjunct Associate Professor of 
remote sensing.   

 

¶ Dr. Paul Hanson has developed a 
new field course that will be initial-
ly offered in May 2012.  This year 
the course will focus on the Geog-
raphy of Nebraska. 

 

¶ The Geography faculty and the 
UNL Geography Student Organi-
zation (GSO) sponsored several 
very successful events to cele-
brate Geography Awareness 
Week, November 14-18, 2011.  
These included seminars by Dr. 
Paul C. Sutton, University of Den-
ver, and Dr. Fred M.  Shelley, Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, a Best Photo 
Contest, focused on the theme 
Geography: The Adventure in 
Your Community, and the annual 
Geography Bowl that attracted 
over UNL 100 students.   

 
As always, we invite those of you who 
may be visiting Lincoln to let us know 

so that we can show you our facilities 
in Hardin Hall, share our accomplish-
ments and learn about your work.  If 
you havenôt been in Lincoln for some 
time, you may be surprised at how our 
community is changing.  A 16,000-
seat multipurpose arena that will be-
come the new home for UNL basket-
ball is under construction in the Hay-
market district, a new addition to Me-
morial Stadium that will provide seat-
ing for 6000 more Husker football fans 
(already sold out, of course) is under-
way, the Antelope Valley flood control 
and revitalization project just east of 
City Campus nears completion, and 
development of UNLôs Innovation 
Campus (site of the former state fair) 
is moving forward aided by a $25 mil-
lion investment from the Nebraska 
Legislature.  Developments such as 
these, coupled with UNLôs exciting 
recent move to the Big10, suggest that 
the University has a very bright future 
in which Geography will continue to be 
important.  As part of our family, we 
encourage you to experience the suc-
cesses with us. 
 
Finally, let me ask that you join me 
once again in extending thanks to Don 
Rundquist, Milda Vaitkus and Joyce 
Hurst for their efforts in assembling 
and editing this newsletter.  Please let 
them know that you appreciate their 
efforts, and suggest ways that we can 
improve this publication. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jim Merchant 
jmerchant1@unl.edu 
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Proof contôd 

diately obvious that it's not very ade-
quate." 

John Hudson, a Northwestern Univer-
sity geography professor, wrote in the 
introduction: "This atlas offers proof 
that the Great Plains is anything but a 
drab and uniform place with little fu-
ture except one of depopulation and 
declining significance." 

David Wishart, editor of the 
"Encyclopedia of the Great Plains," 
wrote in the forward: "Possibly no oth-
er American region is now so well 
served by reference works that cap-
ture the essence of its land and life." 

Archer said it is the only current and 
comprehensive atlas of the region, 
and the first to include both the United 
States and Canada, showing the re-
gion's full length and breadth. 

"Sometimes the 49th parallel was an 

impediment," he said of the U.S.-
Canada border. 

Canada, for example, had no data 
matching U.S. information on access 
to hospitals. 

Archer said he was fascinated by the 
population density maps. 

"The early settlement in the Great 
Plains was probably overly optimistic," 
he said. 

Many rural counties across the region 
had higher populations a century ago 
than they do today. 

"It's hard to gain an appreciation of 
that unless you have maps that repre-
sent the patterns over time," Archer 
said. 

Donations from Sandra and Bill Con-
don of Sterling, Colo., and The World-
Herald assisted in publishing the vol-
ume. The Condons are enthusiasts of 
the Center for Great Plains Studies 

and the Great Plains Art Museum. 

Archer is best-known for his work on 
the geography of election results. He 
is the author of "Historical Atlas of 
U.S. Presidential Elections, 1788-
2004" and "Atlas of American Politics, 
1960-2000." 

He also studies housing patterns, the 
economic structure of the Great 
Plains, population change and settle-
ment patterns. 

"Human patterns that involve a lot of 
data crunching," he said. 

The 366-page reference work is avail-
able at bookstores or directly from the 
NU Press. 

 

Copyright É2011 Omaha World-
HeraldÈ. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed with permission from the Omaha 
World-Herald.  

Faculty Updates  

Clark Archer  
Professor J. Clark 
Archer is interest-
ed in political ge-
ography, popula-
tion geography, 
urban geography, 
quantita-tive 
methods in geog-
raphy and GIS. 

He teaches Geography of World Re-
gions, Political Geography, Geodemo-
graphics, Spatial Analysis, and Urban 
Geography. He recently completed 
The Atlas of the Great Plains with Ste-
ve Lavin, also at UNL, and Fred Shel-
ley at the University of Oklahoma, 
which was published by the University 
of Nebraska Press in summer, 2011. 
Clark also recently completed entries 
on "Geography and Public Policy" and 
"Urban Spatial Structure" for the Ency-
clopedia of Geography, edited by Bar-
ney Warf, which was published by 
Sage Publication Inc. in 2010. Clark 
also contributed to the Atlas of the 
2008 Elections, along with co-editors 
Steve Lavin of UNL, Stanley Brunn of 
the University of Kentucky, Fred Shel-

ley of the University of Oklahoma, and 
Gerald Webster of the University of 
Wyoming, which was published by 
Rowman and Littlefield in early fall, 
2011. Other longer term projects in-
volve continued research on changing 
patterns of urban and rural settlement 
in the Great Plains, the geography of 
US federal elections, and geographical 
impacts of various aspects of federal, 
state or local public policies.  
jarcher1@unl.edu  
 

Becky Buller   
Dr. Rebecca A. Buller currently serves 
as a lecturer for the Geography pro-

gram and the 
Center for Great 
Plains Studies. 
During the Fall 
2011 semester, 
she taught Intro-
duction to Human 
Geography 
(GEOG 140), Ele-

ments of Physical Geography (GEOG 
155), and the online course Women of 
the Great Plains (GPSP 377, GEOG 
377, WMNS 377). During the Spring 

2011 semester she will be teaching 
Elements of Physical Geography, Ge-
ography of Nebraska (GEOG 370), 
and Women of the Great Plains. Her 
latest publication was the article 
ñIntersections of Place, Time, and En-
tertainment in Nebraskaôs Hidden Par-
adiseò which appeared in the 2011 
Summer edition of Nebraska History.  
In her free time, Becky enjoys travel-
ing, camping, fishing, and exploring 
the outdoors with her husband and 
son. On December 2nd, Rebecca and 
her husband welcomed their daughter  
Breelle Grace to their family  
rbuller2@unl.edu 
 

Kenneth French 
Kenny French is currently an Assistant 
Professor at the 
University of Wis-
consin-Parkside.  
There he teaches 
Geography of 
World-Regions; 
Race and Ethnici-
ty in America; 
Introduction to 
Human Geography; Urban Geography; 

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Atlas-of-the-Great-Plains,674764.aspx
http://www.sagepub.com/books/Book230922?
http://www.sagepub.com/books/Book230922?
mailto:jarcher1@unl.edu
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Geography of Land-Use Planning; and 
Environment and Society in the Sus-
tainable Management program.  He is 
currently the co-director for the Urban 
Studies program.  His research in-
cludes: Urban Geography, Ethnic Res-
idential Segregation, Historic Ethnic 
Enclaves, and Geography of Rap.   
kfrench.geog@gmail.com 
 

Gene Guan  
Dr. Qingfeng "Gene" Guan joined 

SNR in August of 
2009. His re-
search and 
teaching inter-
ests include geo-
graphic infor-
mation systems 
(GIS), GeoCom-
putation, geospa-
tial dynamic 

modeling, high-perfor-mance geospa-
tial computing, and geo-
cyberinfrastructure. He teaches Intro-
duction to GIS, Advanced Techniques 
in GIS, GIS Programming, and Semi-
nar in GIS. He is also currently the co
-advisor of the Geography Student 
Organization (GSO.) 
qguan2@unl.edu 
   

Paul Hanson  
My research 
interests are 
directed at 
resolving the 
evolution of  
landscapes 
over the past 
~ 25,000 
years in the 
Great Plains 
and  
the upper Midwest. Currently ongoing 
projects include studies of  
prehistoric dune movement and 
drought activity in eastern Nebraska  
and Kansas, the long-term evolution 
of the Platte River system, and  
the origin of wind scoured landscapes 
in northeastern Nebraska.  
Working with colleagues and under-
graduate researchers in Wisconsin,  
I am establishing when dunes were 
active along Lake Michigan's  
shoreline and the roles that changes 
in lake level play in supplying  

dunes with sediment over the past 
10,000 years. I am excited to  
start teaching a field tour course fo-
cused on the geography of  
Nebraska in summer 2012.  
phanson2@unl.edu 
 

Cody Knutson 
As leader of the 
Planning and So-
cial Science Pro-
gram at the Na-
tional Drought 
Mitigation Center 
(NDMC), my activ-
ities typically fo-
cus on helping 
people better 
adapt and respond to water scarcity, 
drought, and climate change. This 
year, I've been fortunate enough to 
be part of five new grant projects that 
will take up much of my time during 
the next few years. The projects cov-
er a range of topics including the de-
velopment of tools to help farmers, 
urban water suppliers, and watershed 
planners better deal with climate vari-
ability and change; providing training 
to livestock producers on drought 
planning; and the creation of a nation-
al database of drought management 
strategies. At the international level, I 
and other faculty from the NDMC 
traveled to Ankara, Turkey, to host a 
workshop on drought monitoring and 
planning, sponsored by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations. I also had the opportunity to 
travel to Bangkok, Thailand, to pro-
vide input on a new Asia-Africa 
Drought Risk Management Peer As-
sistance Project, which has the goal 
of sharing lessons learned between 
the two continents. Finally, I really 
enjoyed teaching a new Environmen-
tal Geography course this last Spring 
with a great group of students.  
cknutson1@unl.edu 
  

Jim Merchant  
I am now in my third year of service as 
the Faculty Area Leader for the Faculty 
of Geography and GIScience. In addi-
tion to my administrative duties, I teach 
our Proseminar in Research Methods 
and Professional Development as well 
as the introductory course in GIS each 

spring, and I 
chair the Geog-
raphy General 
Seminar series. 
My students and 
I are continuing 
work on re-
search focused 
on landscape 
structure and satellite remote sensing, 
modeling soil erosion and sediment 
transport in small agricultural water-
sheds, exploring consequences of in-
vasive plants on Platte River habitat, 
and forecasting impacts of future land 
use change on groundwater quali-
ty.  My wife Loyola and I are ñquasiò 
empty nesters now.   In June, our son 
Karl moved to Kyoto, Japan where he 
is teaching English to adults.   Our 
daughter Anne, a sophomore at UNL 
majoring in pre-nursing, is a piccolo 
player in the Cornhusker Marching 
Band and works as a Certified Nursing 
Assistant at Tabitha Health Care Ser-
vices.  
jmerchant1@unl.edu 
 

Katherine Nashleanas 
Dr. Katherine Nashleanas is a lecturer 
in the Faculty of Geography teaching 
courses in Human Geography and 
Quality of the Environment.  Katherine 
recently published an article in the An-
nals of the Association of American 
Geographers entitled ñMetageographic 
Communities:  A Geographic Model of 
Demassified Societies.ò  The article 
explores the new spatial revolution that 
is occurring as digital media have al-
lowed us to operate within an increas-
ingly demassified society and presents 
a model by which flexible social and 
spatial forms can be evaluated.  The 
model presented acknowledges the 
meaning individuals ascribe to local 
places, to the breadth of their social 
networks over distance, and it incorpo-
rates communications media as es-
sential to dynamic community building 
and persistence. A Metageographic 
Community, or MGC, does not dissi-
pate with distance nor is it restricted or 
defined by limitations of place or 
boundary, although each place adds 
its own richness. By developing 
MGCs, even small, dispersed groups, 
such as older ethnic groups, transna-

Faculty Updates  
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were active along the shores of Lake 
Michigan and along the shores of 
remnant glacial lakes in the central 
portion of the state. Finally, working 
with local Natural Resource Districts 
and other collaborators at UNL, I am 
assessing the use of various geo-
physical tools to better understand 
groundwater resources in the varied 
and complex geology of eastern Ne-
braska. 

http://snr.unl.edu/aboutus/who/
people/faculty-member.asp?pid=758   

 

Cody Knutson 

As leader of the 
Planning and So-
cial Science Pro-
gram at the Na-
tional Drought 
Mitigation Center, 

my activities typically focus on helping 
people better adapt and respond to 
water scarcity, drought, and climate 
change. This year, I was able to com-
plete several multi-year projects, such 
as the creation of a water and drought 
educational website for the Republican 
River Basin (in NE, CO, and KS) to 
assist in watershed planning, finishing 
a web-based drought planning guide 
for ranchers in the Great Plains, and 
working with pilot communities in Ne-
braska, Illinois, and Oklahoma to com-
plete a drought planning guide and the 
criteria for a national ñDrought-Ready 
Communitiesò program. At the interna-
tional level, I also had the opportunity 
to collaborate with UNESCO and 
UNICEF to host a drought training 
workshop for Iraqi officials (in Amman, 
Jordan), and FAO 
to host a similar 
week-long work-
shop near Mene-
men, Turkey, for 
officials from 
across the Middle 
East and Central 
Asia. On the 
teaching front, 
Iôve been devel-
oping two new courses, Environmental 
Geography and a Geography Field 
School, which are planned to be taught 
during the Spring and Summer of 

2011.  

http://snr.unl.edu/aboutus/who/
people/faculty-member.asp?pid=430  

 

Steve Lavin 

Steve is Professor of Geography at 
SNR who specializes in cartography, 
and has research interests in map 
animation, symbolization, and atlas 
design. He teaches Introduction to 
Cartography, Electronic Atlas Design 
and Construction, Scientific Visualiza-
tion in Cartography, and Seminar in 
Cartography. He recently completed 
The Atlas of the Great Plains with 
Clark Archer also at UNL and Fred 
Shelley at U. of Oklahoma, which will 
be available from the University of 
Nebraska Press on July 1, 2011. His 
latest project is The Atlas of the 2008 
Elections. The Atlas is a joint project 
of geographers at the Universities of 
Kentucky, Oklahoma, Wyoming, and 
of course SNR at 
UNL. Steve lives 
with Ruth, his wife 

of 42 years, and 
a cat. 

http://
snrs.unl.edu/aboutus/who/people/
faculty/lavin-stephen.asp  

 

Jim Merchant  

I continue to serve as both the Faculty 
Area Leader for the Faculty of Geogra-
phy and GIScience and the Director of 
the Center for Advanced Land Man-
agement Information Technologies 
(CALMIT). In addition to my adminis-
trative duties, I annually teach our Pro-
seminar in Research Methods and 
Professional Development as well as 
two courses in GIScience and I chair 
the Geography General Seminar se-
ries. My students and I are working on 
research focused on landscape struc-
ture and satellite remote sensing, mod-
eling soil erosion and sediment 
transport in small agricultural water-

sheds, exploring consequences of in-
vasive plants on Platte River habitat, 
and forecasting impacts of future land 
use change on groundwater quality. 
This year, for the first time, Iôm proud 
to note that my wife Loyola and I have 
two children attending UNL ï Anne, a 
freshman, is majoring in pre-nursing 
and is a piccolo player in the Corn-
husker Marching Band, and Karl is do-
ing postgraduate work in GIScience 
and Asian Studies. 

http://snrs.unl.edu/aboutus/who/
people/faculty-member.asp?pid=81  

 

Sunil Narumalani  

Sunil Narumalani is the Associate 
Dean for Academic Programs in the 
College of Arts and Sciences (CAS). 
Some of Sunilôs responsibilities in-
clude ACE implementation, curricu-
lum issues, distance education, new 
student enrollment, CASô Advising 
Center and recruitment. Sunil contin-
ues to hold a 25% appointment as a 
professor in the School of Natural Re-
sources ï Faculty of Geography/
GISciences. He is also a Faculty As-
sociate at the Center for Advanced 
Land Management Information Tech-
nologies (CALMIT). In August 2010, 
Sunil also became the Director of the 
Great Plains Cooperative Ecosystem 
Studies Unit (GP CESU). Sunil re-
ceived his PhD in Geography from the 
University of South Carolina in 1993. 

He teaches courses in remote sens-
ing (digital image analysis) and ad-
vanced geographic information sys-
tems, and is presently advising 4 stu-
dents, 2 Masterôs and 2 PhD His re-
search focuses on the use of remote 
sensing for the extraction of biophysi-
cal information from space and air-
borne systems, integration of geospa-
tial data sets for ecological and natu-

tional migrants, refugeesïor other spa-
tially ñfuzzyò networksðcan build a 
persistent and effective community 
across otherwise heterogeneous social 
or political space as a dynamic yet 
demassified entity. In addition to her 
work on MGCs, Katherine has been 
active in geographic education, serving 
in a leadership position for the Ad-
vanced Placement Human Geography 
annual readings.  For those who might 
not be familiar with the AP program, it 
provides students with the opportunity 
of earning college credit while still in 
high school.  She also serves as an 
audit consultant for the Advanced 
Placement Program in Human Geog-
raphy, evaluating syllabi for AP-
qualified courses.  In 2011 Katherine 
served on the Steering Committee for 
the Geographic Educators of Nebras-
ka, developed geographic and social 
science questions for the objective 
portion of the Texas State Board 
Teaching Certification exam, and is 
currently authoring chapter questions 
for the Mastering Geography series in 
Human Geography produced by W.H. 
Freemen.  In addition to her classroom 
teaching obligations, she also is super-
vising the revision of two distance 
learning courses for the department, 
World Regional Geography and Eco-
nomic Geography.  Katherineôs current 
research interests in addition to the 
patterns and dynamics of MGCs in-
clude the ethnic geography of Lincoln, 
pedagogical approaches for teaching 
Millennial students in large classes, 
and the impact of course organization 
on student mental health. 
knashleanas2@unl.edu 
 

Sunil Narumalani  
Sunil Narumalani 
is the Associate 
Dean for Faculty 
in the College of 
Arts and Sciences 
(CAS). Some of 
Sunilôs responsi-
bilities include 
promotion and 
tenure, reappoint-
ments, hiring and other faculty-related 
issues. He is also the Director of In-
ternational Studies, an academic pro-
gram with nearly 200 majors. Sunil's 

tenure home is in the School of Natu-
ral Resources ï Faculty of Geogra-
phy/GISciences. He is also a Faculty 
Associate at the Center for Advanced 
Land Management Information Tech-
nologies (CALMIT). Sunil received his 
PhD in Geography from the University 
of South Carolina in 1993. He teach-
ing emphasis was on remote sensing 
and geographic information systems 
(GIS) courses, and he continues to 
advise graduate students.  His re-
search focuses on the use of remote 
sensing for the extraction of biophysi-
cal information from space and air-
borne systems, integration of geospa-
tial data sets for ecological and natu-
ral resources mapping and monitor-
ing, and the development of new im-
age-processing analyses techniques 
for information extraction.  
snarumalani1@unl.edu 
 

Juan Paulo Ram²rez  
Last April 2011, 
Dr. Gene Guan 
and I won a Re-
search Faculty 
Fellow Competi-
tion for 2011/12 
with the Center for 
Digital Research 
in the Humanities 
at UN-L. Our re-
search project is titled "Cloud-based 
GIS historical geospatial and photo-
graphic library of Nebraska." The total 
budget for the fellowship is $13,260, 
with a completion date in July 2012.  I 
just received news from the National 
Institute of Justice (NIJ) that has ap-
proved a second year for the grant 
titled ñEvaluation of Location-Based 
Services for Police: GPS-Enabled cell 
Phones and Laptops for Applications 
of Law Enforcement Patrol.ò  I am the 
co-PI for this grant (Dr. Samal Ashok 
from Computer Science and Engineer-
ing Department is the PI).  The total 
budget for the grant is $494,000, with 
a completion date in September 2012. 
I am submitting a book chapter as a 
first author titled ñUsing GIS to Assist 
Police Officers in the Daily Activities: 
GPS Enabled Devices and Geomap-
ping Softwareò that will be included in 
the book titled ñCrime Modeling and 
Mapping Using Geospatial Technolo-

giesò.  Dr. Michael Leitner from Louisi-
ana State University, Department of 
Geography, is the editor of the book.  
The publication date is September 
2012. jramirez2@unl.edu 
 

Don Rundquist  
I continue to teach Introduction to Re-
mote Sensing each fall semester and 
Practical Applications of Remote Sens-
ing in Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources each spring semester.  I am 
currently advising four PhD and three 
Masters students.  I also serve on sev-
eral graduate student supervisory 
committees in various departments. 
My research these days remains ori-
ented to remote sensing as applied to 
surface waters and terrestrial as well 
as aquatic vegetation.  I currently have 
two grants from the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and one from NO-
AA/Florida A&M University.  Peer-
reviewed publications in the last two 
years include co-authored articles in 
the Agronomy Journal, Remote Sens-
ing of Environment, Acta Ecologica 
Sinica, American Journal of Enology 
and Viticulture, GIScience and Remote 
Sensing, Geophysical Research Let-
ters, and GeoCarto International. 
Since I reduced my faculty appoint-
ment in 2008 from 12 to 9 months 
(after 26 years as a 12-month employ-
ee) and no longer serve as CALMIT 
Director (after 22 years in that role), I 
now have more time in the summer to 
focus on my vineyard business.  The 
harvest was quite good this year.  We 

again sold grapes to one of the local 
wineries, and we have a sizable quan-
tity of our own juice at the fermentation 
stage.  I did take time last summer, as 
usual, to do some fishing in the Bound-
ary Waters of Minnesota, and Carol 
and I spent a week during spring break 
in Arizona. 
drundquist1@unl.edu 
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Bob Stoddard 
Bob continues to organize and teach 
classes for OLLI 
(the program of 
continuing educa-
tion for older citi-
zens) and to plan 
and present lec-
tures for the Lin-
coln Winter Lec-
ture Series.  
rstoddard1@unl.edu 
 

Brian Wardlow  
This past year marked my fifth year at 

UNL with the 
National 
Drought Mitiga-
tion Center 
(NDMC).  I con-
tinue to serve as 
the GIScience 
Program Area 
Leader at the 
NDMC and work 
on a wide range 
of remote sens-
ing applications 

aimed at improving drought monitoring 
and early warning both in the United 
States and internationally.  I also con-
tinue conduct remote sensing re-
search the areas of land use/land cov-
er characterization and land surface 
phenology.  In addition, I remain ac-
tively involved with UNL Geography 
students serving as a faculty co-
advisor for the Geography Student 
Organization (GSO) and Gamma The-
ta Upsilon (GTU) chapter, as well as 
serve on several graduate student 
committees. Highlights for 2011 in-
cluded international trips to Ankara, 
Turkey to participate in Drought Moni-
toring Tools and Practices Workshop 
sponsored by the United Nationsô For-
eign Agricultural Organization (FAO), 
and Nanjing, China to present work at 
the International Workshop on Water-
related Disaster Prediction and Pre-
vention.  I also gave invited presenta-
tions at NASAôs Global Drought Moni-
toring Workshop in Silver Spring, MD 
and the National Hydrologic Warning 
Council Meeting in San Diego, CA.  I 
hosted international visiting scientists 
from Canada, Czech Republic, and 
India interested in learning about re-

mote sensing tools used at the NDMC 
for operational drought monitoring.  I 
was also elected to a Director position 
for the Remote Sensing Specialty 
Group at the Annual Association of 
American Geographers Meeting in 
Seattle, WA.  This year also marked 
the completion of a book that I edited 
entitled ñRemote Sensing of Drought: 
Innovative Monitoring Approachesò, 
which is scheduled for publication by 
CRC Press in early 2012.  
bwardlow2@unl.edu 

 

David Wishart  
I am now in my thirty-seventh year as 
a member of 
the Geography 
program at the 
University of 
Nebraska-
Lincoln, which 
astounds me 
because I 
came here as 
a graduate student in 1967 for only 
one year. The highlight of this last 
year, and indeed one of the highlights 
of my entire career, was to be hon-
ored by my former doctoral students 
with two sessions to my name at the 
national AAG meetings in Seattle. I'm 
grateful to all who participated. This 
fall I  submitted a manuscript entitled 
The Last Days Of The Rainbelt to the 
University of Nebraska Press for con-
sideration for publication. This deals 
with the rapid settlement of the west-
ern High Plains from 1886-90, and 
the equally rapid abandonment in the 
drought of 1893-95. Following this, I 
will work with Clark Archer on an at-
las of Nebraska. After that, a few 
years down the road, I might retire. I 
should add that I remain a Newcastle 
United supporter, despite all the pain 
involved.  
dwishart1@unl.edu 
 

Art Zygielbaum  
My dissertation research, completed in 
2009, into remote sensing of water 
stress in crops resulted in more ques-
tions than answers.  I am fortunate to 
be able to continue the research at 
UNL.  While my dissertation reported a 
method to determine the relative water 
content (compared to a full saturation) 

of leaves using only visible spectrum 
reflectance, subsequent research 
showed that that was not what was 
being measured.  We now have good 
evidence that visible spectrum reflec-
tance is actually an indication of pho-
toprotective response in plants.  This 
means that the measurements actually 
indicate the level of plant stress as it 
contends with too much light for the 
amount of water available to support 
photosynthesis.  I have been working 
with Drs. Timothy Arkebauer and Eliz-
abeth Walter-Shea in conducting re-
search and interpreting the results.  
One paper is in publication, another in 
preparation, and I just presented a 
poster on the subject at the 2011 
American Geophysical Union Fall 
Meeting.  Many people discussed the 
poster and provided very positive 
feedback. My venture into teaching 
begins in the Spring.  I will be the in-
structor for NRES/GEOG 312, Over-
view of Geospatial Information Tech-
nologies.  My graduate teaching assis-
tants, Tony Nguy-Robertson and Paul 
Merani, are helping me revamp and 
modernize the course. The picture 
included in this update is me holding 
the first fish i ever caught.  It is a 4.5 
pound, 26 inch walleye.  Last year, Dr. 
Donald Rundquist taught me how to 
"fish."  
That was 
in Snow-
bank 
Lake in 
Minneso-
ta.  This 
past 
summer, 
my son 
taught 
me how 
to 
"catch." 
azygielbaum1@unl.edu 
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