
Climate Change & Resilience in 
the Northern Great Plains

Martha Kauffman
Northern Great Plains Program, World Wildlife Fund

November 11, 2015



Global Grasslands



Intact habitat in 

Mississippi river 

basin



Intact Habitat

Water

Developed

Plowprint

Source: Plowprint layer was developed using 2008-2013 CDL data in the 

US and 2009-2013 AAFC data in Canada. Pixels in agriculture status 

each year were aggregated to one data layer that shows the maximum 

footprint of agriculture over that time period. Composition based on land 

cover in the 2013 CDL.
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1.3 million acres
of grasslands plowed under in 2014 

in the NGP alone

ñComparable to 

deforestation rates in

Brazil, Malaysia, and 

Indonesiaò
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