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Thomas Fish Selected as National Coordinator of the

Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units Network 

(Washington, D.C.) – Dr. Thomas Fish will become the new National Coordinator of the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU) Network on September 17, 2007.   

The CESU program coordinates in-depth ecosystem studies that combine the resources and expertise of 17 host universities, 13 federal agencies and more than 200 partner organizations.  The collaborations provide resource managers throughout the federal government with high-quality research, educational support, and technical assistance. 

Dr. Michael Soukup, National Park Service Associate Director for Natural Resource Stewardship and Science and member of the CESU Council, led the search committee for the new coordinator.  “The CESU Council members worked very hard to find someone with just the right skills to lead the network at this time in its development,” said Soukup.  “Tom’s personality and background enable him to create and maintain the vital partnerships necessary to produce the timely and relevant information needed to make decisions on biological, physical, social, and cultural resource issues.” 

Dr. Fish has worked in natural resource management, planning, research, and education for 20 years.  Since 2000, he has directed professional development training, technical assistance programs, and applied research projects aimed at the integration of social and biophysical information for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Coastal Services Center in Charleston, South Carolina.  He received a Ph.D. in conservation biology from the University of Minnesota.
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