NEBRASKA INVASIVES NEWS NETWORK 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
May 2008 E-Newsletter 

Share your project with us! 

Welcome to the May 2008 issue of the Nebraska Invasives News Network E-Newsletter! If you or someone you know has an upcoming event or a project you would like to share contact us today! We need your help to make sure the information on the website and e-newsletter is complete and accurate. For more up to date information, please visit the Nebraska Invasive Species Project Website at http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
Note: The website has a new look and a new home! Remember to change your bookmarks to http://snr.unl.edu/invasives. Check out features including a site wide search, an invasive species events calendar, and udpates on projects and resources. If you have suggestions on how we can make the site more effective for you, please let us know. 

Find out what is going on along your section of the Platte River. Landowner meetings will be held regularly throughout this summer! Check back here to find out when.
----------------------- 

IN THIS ISSUE 

· Species Spotlight: This will feature a new invasive species every month, including links to further information.
· Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus planipennis)
· Project Spotlight: This will feature a new invasive species research project every month. 

· Impact of White Perch on Walleye and Predators of White Perch at Branched Oak and Pawnee Reservoirs
· Invasives News: This will feature a variety of interesting stories, events, and projects going on in Nebraska, and more! 

· Platte River Project Meeting 
· NDA Funds Second Round of Riparian Vegetation Proposals
· Weed Science Tour - July 9th, Concord, Nebraska
· UNL Extension Weed Publications
· Invasive Species Control Summit A Great Success!
· Union of Concerned Scientists 
· The Silent Invasion
· Rat Invasions Causing Seabird Decline Worldwide
· Crazy Rasberry Ants
· Just For Fun: Check out fun features, like recipes and fun facts. 
· Phragmites australis Video From Michigan
· Upcoming Events: Check here for upcoming invasive species events.
----------------------- 

INVASIVES SPOTLIGHT 

Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus planipennis)

Emerald Ash Borer Awareness Week is May 18-24 

Governor Dave Heineman has declared May 18-24 as Emerald Ash Borer Awareness Week in Nebraska. The purpose of the proclamation is to increase awareness of the emerald ash borer, which, if found in Nebraska, could affect the state's 30 million ash trees. 

"Nebraskans need to be vigilant to help prevent the introduction of the emerald ash borer into Nebraska," said Nebraska Department of Agriculture Director Greg Ibach. "Simple steps, such as not transporting firewood across state lines, can help prevent the spread of the beetle." 

Emerald ash borers have been found in Indiana, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. The beetle has killed more than thirty million ash trees in southeastern Michigan alone. Tens of millions more trees have been lost in Ohio and Indiana. 

Emerald ash borer is a small, metallic green beetle that infects ash trees. Adult emerald ash borers are approximately 1/2 inch in length, and emerge in the late spring. The larvae feed just under the bark of the tree. The feeding damages, and eventually kills, the tree. 

Trees that are infected with emerald ash borers will exhibit canopy dieback, water sprouts, bark splitting, serpentine-like galleries, and D shaped exit holes. Nebraskans are encouraged to examine their ash trees for these symptoms. 

For more information on the emerald ash borer, including pictures of the beetle, log onto the Nebraska Department of Agriculture website at www.agr.ne.gov. If you feel you may have an ash tree showing signs of emerald ash borer infestation, please contact the Nebraska Department of Agriculture at (402) 471-2394. 
----------------------- 

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 

Title: Impact of White Perch on Walleye and Predators of White Perch at Branched Oak and Pawnee Reservoirs
Researchers: Nathan Gosch and Kevin Pope 

Description: Habitat alterations and accidental introduction of white perch into Branched Oak Lake have shifted the fish community from one dominated by littoral (near-shore) species (e.g., largemouth bass and bluegill) to one dominated by pelagic (open-water) species (e.g., white perch and gizzard shad). Along with the change in the fish community, angler trips to Branched Oak Reservoir have declined by 85% over the last two decades. Further, the white perch population has become stunted (high density of slow growing individuals that mature at a small size). Like Branched Oak Lake, Pawnee Lake historically supported an active and diverse fishery, and has experienced similar habitat alterations and accidental introduction of white perch. However, unlike Branched Oak Lake, stunting has not yet occurred for the white perch population in Pawnee Lake. These two companion projects are an opportunity to examine white perch interactions with other fishes in two similar Nebraska reservoirs having different white perch population stages (i.e., stunted and non-stunted). Food habits and diet overlap among white perch, crappie, walleye, white bass, and channel catfish are being evaluated. GOALS: This project will help document potential competition bottlenecks that exist between white perch and other fish species of importance in the hopes of developing a management program to eliminate stunted status for the white perch population in Branched Oak Lake and to prevent stunting of the white perch population in Pawnee Lake.
------------------------- 

INVASIVES NEWS 

If you or someone you know has a story you would like to share, please email Annabel at amajor2@unl.edu. 

Platte River Project Meeting 
A large scale research project will be taking place this year along the Platte River. In an effort to coordinate projects, and to make sure that research projects do not conflict, an organizational meeting was held on May 13th in Kearney, NE. This meeting brought together researchers from across the state and out of state to discuss project locations and potential collaborations. If you or someone you know is or will be conducting research on the Platte River this year, please contact Annabel as soon as possible at amajor2@unl.edu or 402-805-7400. 

If you are interested in hosting a similar meeting to bring together researchers in your area, please contact Annabel at amajor2@unl.edu or 402-805-7400. Lets continue to work together to secure Nebraska’s natural legacy!

NDA Funds Second Round of Riparian Vegetation Proposals 

The Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA) has awarded five groups funding to manage weeds and other overgrowth in sections of the Republican, North Platte, South Platte, and Platte rivers.  Agriculture Director Greg Ibach said today the five projects, which will share $2 million in grant funds, are designed to improve the health of the river basins. 

"These projects will address invasive and noxious weeds that are causing problems with stream flow and crowding out native vegetation," Ibach said. "We are pleased that all of these projects build upon existing treatment efforts and involve a variety of partners."

"Grant requests far outweighed the dollars available," Ibach said. "Projects selected keep with the LB 701 objective of improving conveyance of stream flow, but also will be managed in a way that meets our obligations to Nebraska landowners, our natural resources, and wildlife." The funding was awarded through the Riparian Vegetation Management Grant Program, which was authorized in LB 701, the comprehensive water legislation approved in 2007. The legislation allowed for $2 million in funding for 2007 and $2 million for 2008. 

For more information go to http://www.agr.ne.gov/newsrel/may2008/grant_awards.htm.
Weed Science Tour - July 9th, Concord, Nebraska

There will be a tour of the Weed Science Program of the Nebraska Northeast Research and Extension Center for the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on July 9th, at 1pm. The tour is located at Haskell Agricultural Lab, just east of town of Concord, which 14 miles north of Wayne. It is expected to last 2-3 hours. More information regarding the Weed Science Program can be found at http://nerec.unl.edu/knezevic.shtml.
UNL Extension Weed Publications

Find out more about what resources are available to you through the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension. Go to http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/epublic/pages/index.jsp?what=subjectAreasD&subjectAreasId=37.
Invasive Species Control Summit A Great Success!

This Summit proved to be a great success, hosting a unique variety of speakers and topics to complete total invasive species control within highly impacted watersheds. Participants from across the region attended and toured watershed projects alongside industry representatives and legislators. A summary of the conference will be posted soon. If you have questions, please contact Mike Sarchet at 308-635-6700.

Union of Concerned Scientists 

In April, UCS activists urged their representatives to protect our nation’s waters from aquatic invasive species by voting in favor of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2008. With their help—even when faced with a veto threat from the president—the bill passed the House in a landslide victory, 395 to 7! 

Ships often fill up their tanks with ocean water to balance their loads, picking up and transporting plants and animals with the water. When ships arrive from foreign ports and empty this ballast water, they are potentially introducing thousands of non-native species into our waters. 

Ballast water is one of the last unregulated water pollutants. To read more about this issue, stay tuned and go to http://www.ucsusa.org/invasive_species/invasive-species-update-05-2008.html.
The Silent Invasion

Something troubling is taking hold in Oregon. Strange, exotic plants and animals are showing up in places where they don't belong. They are invasive species, and they're taking over landscapes, driving native wildlife away, and making everyone from ranchers to fishermen to wildlife managers nervous. What are these invaders? Where do they come from? And what can we do to stop them? Visit this excellent educational resource at: http://www.opb.org/programs/invasives/index.php to learn more.
Rat Invasions Causing Seabird Decline Worldwide

Invasive rats on ocean islands are threatening the survival of many of the world's seabirds, according to a new report. Read more about this issue at National Geographic News, http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/02/080221-rats-seabirds.html.

Crazy Rasberry Ants

Scientists do not quite know what to call them, they are so new. The little invaders now seemingly everywhere: on the move underfoot; infesting woodlands, yards and gardens; nesting in electrical boxes and causing shorts; and even raising anxiety at Hobby Airport and the Johnson Space Center. For more information see these articles at http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/16/us/16ants.html?_r=2&oref=slogin&oref=slogin  or http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,355741,00.html.
------------------------- 

JUST FOR FUN
Phragmites australis Video From Michigan

Check out this informative and interesting video on Phragmites australis made in Peaine Township, Beaver Island, Michigan. This is sadly no longer an unfamiliar site for Nebraskans. Go here to watch: http://www.peaine.org/environment/phragmites/video/.

------------------------- 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact us today so we can add your event to our online calendar. 

May 27-30, 2008

Weeds Across Borders

Banff, Alberta, Canada 

May 28, 2008
1:30pm and 7:00pm

Platte Landowner Meetings

Grand Island, NE
June 4-6, 2008

Rocky Mountain Weed Summit

Fort Collins, CO

June 5-6, 2008

Nebraska Soil & Water Conservation Society Annual Meeting
Holdrege, NE
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You have received this email because you were registered for the Nebraska Invasive Species Conference, or you were recommended because you participate in invasive species research in the state of Nebraska. If you have received this message in error, please unsubscribe using the information below. If you have any questions, please contact the listserv manager by clicking here.
A complete "General User's Guide" for this Listserv is available from L-Soft International, Inc. via the web at: http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/userindex.html.
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