
 

N A T I V E  P L A N T S  F O R  N E B R A S K A  L A N D S C A P E S  

A positive trend in gardening is the use of native plants. In Ne-

braska, when people hear native they often envision a prairie-like 

landscape. On hearing the word native, one person may see 

beauty in their mind’s eye while another may see something re-

sembling a weed patch.  The use of native plants is a positive 

trend. Natives are well adapted to local growing conditions and 

help conserve water. They often are resistant to native plant 

pests. They are much less likely to become invasive plants. In 

contrast, some introduced plants, like purple loosestrife and 

musk thistle, have become noxious weeds.  

 

Read story here 

 

More Links: 

Wildflower Week events celebrated across Nebraska 

 

How green is your garden? 

 

Native Plants Attract Beneficial Insects 
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Nebraska Invasive Species Project: 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 

 
Interested in volunteering to help with invasive species outreach? 

There are a number of upcoming events where the Nebraska Invasive Species Project could use your help!  

Like talking to the public about invasive species?  Interested in education and outreach?                                            

Want to learn more about invasive species?   

Please contact Karie Decker at the Nebraska Invasive Species Project for more information:                                    

invasives@unl.edu or 402-472-3133  

 
 

U P D A T E S  T O  T H E  N E B R A S K A  

I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  W E B S I T E !  

H T T P : / / W W W . S N R . U N L . E D U / I N V A S I V E S  

 

I F  Y O U  H A V E  A  S U G G E S T I O N  F O R  T H E  

W E B S I T E ,  P L E A S E  E M A I L  U S :   

I N V A S I V E S @ U N L . E D U  

A positive trend in gardening is 

the use of native plants. Photo: 

Nebraska State Arboretum. 

Now on Facebook!                             

Become a fan, Add info,         

Upload photos! 

 

http://www.columbustelegram.com/news/local/article_c7c1fef4-2edd-5e87-879b-c57865a05e0f.html
http://www.ncnewspress.com/lifestyle/calendar/x1993051337/Wildflower-Week-events-celebrated-across-Nebraska
http://www.fws.gov/news/newsreleases/showNews.cfm?newsId=23573E22-0825-0E2F-0A53758BB9B27EC9
http://www.extension.org/article/18672
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
mailto:invasives@unl.edu
http://www.snr.unl.edu/invasives
mailto:invasives@unl.edu
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lincoln-NE/Nebraska-Invasive-Species-Project/356557141125?v=wall&ref=search


3rd Annual Missouri River 

Landowner Conservation Work-

shop  March 31, Niobrara  

 

 

Omaha Earth Day Celebration 

April 17, Omaha 

 

 

Lincoln Earth Day Celebration 

April 24, Lincoln  

 

 

Sunday with a Scientist - Inva-

sive Species, Terns and Plov-

ers April 18, 2010 NU State 

Museum, Lincoln  

 

 

138th Annual Arbor Day Cele-

bration April 30,2010: Arbor 

Lodge State NE17-19 2010: 

Nebraska City, NE 

Park 

 

 

 

Nebraska Outdoor Expo May 13

-15, Ft. Kearny State Recreation 

Area  

chemical that is starling spe-

cific. The chemical is not ex-

pected to harm any other 

species. 

The targeted starling should 

died within 24 to 36 hours of 

consuming the treated feed 

and will often be found at the 

roost site.                                                         

Read More here 

Grand Island residents may find 

dead starlings in yards and 

streets in the coming days. 

 

The city hired the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture to reduce the 

overpopulation of birds by poison-

ing feed at their roosting site. The 

treatment started Monday.                                                      

The USDA is using DRC-133, a 

C O N F E R E N C E S / E V E N T S  I N  N E B R A S K A  

G R A N D  I S L A N D  P O I S O N I N G  I N V A S I V E  

W E T  W I N T E R  E X P E C T E D  T O  C A U S E  M O R E  I N V A S I V E  

W E E D  P R O B L E M S   

The winter weather 

in this area is a shot-

in-the-arm, so to 

speak, for plants 

across Nebraska. 

Perennials and bien-

nials will likely pros-

per from the mois-

ture and blankets of 

snow. Winter allows 

many plants to reju-

venate and helps 

many types of plant 

seeds to prepare for 

germination when warmer 

spring weather arrives. This 

is true for weeds as well as 

desirable ornamentals. This 

area can expect non-native 

invasive weeds to launch a 

new onslaught as spring ap-

proaches, according to 

County Weed Supt. Randy 

Bartlett. 

Read full story 
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Check out what’s       

going on in Nebraska! 

Photo:  Nebraska Weed Control Association 

European Starling 

Photo: Copyright  Dan Sudia 

http://www.missouririverfutures.com/PDF/WorkshopFlyer2010.pdf
http://www.missouririverfutures.com/PDF/WorkshopFlyer2010.pdf
http://www.missouririverfutures.com/PDF/WorkshopFlyer2010.pdf
http://www.earthdayomaha.com/
http://www.lincolnearthday.org/
http://www-museum.unl.edu/events/index.html
http://www-museum.unl.edu/events/index.html
http://www-museum.unl.edu/events/index.html
http://www.nfs.unl.edu/ReTree/arborday.asp#report2010
http://www.nfs.unl.edu/ReTree/arborday.asp#report2010
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/outdoorsexpo/expohome.asp
http://theindependent.com/articles/2010/03/15/news/local/11580712.txt
http://www.waunetanebraska.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1624%3Awet-winter-expected-to-cause-more-invasive-weed-problems&catid=29%3Aagbusiness&Itemid=53


In 2009 the Platte Val-

ley Weed Management 

Area (PVWMA) and 

West Central Weed 

Management Area 

(WCWMA), collectively 

referred to as WMA’s, 

collaborated to apply 

and receive grant fund-

ing for invasive plant 

species control within 

the Platte River chan-

nels. This joint effort 

allowed a larger land-

scape approach. The 

WMA’s consist of 12 

counties in south-

central Nebraska.   This 

document highlights the 

results of last years ef-

forts and outlines goals 

for 2010-2011. 

Click here 

to access 

non-native species was 

listed in the migratory 

bird act because the act 

simply protects the en-

tire swan family, said 

Ken Abraham, a water-

fowl and wetlands biolo-

gist with the Ministry of 

Natural Resources. 

Abraham said there are 

some concerns about 

 A mute swan that’s 

taken up residency on 

an Erin fish farm 

shouldn’t be protected 

under the Migratory 

Bird Conventions Act, 

says an area field natu-

ralist. Mute swans are 

native to Europe and 

Asia and were intro-

duced to North America 

in the late 1800s’. The 

the mute swan’s effects 

on the habitat of other 

birds. The swan is known 

to physically attack other 

swans and can disrupt 

nests of other species, he 

said. 

Read entire Swan story 

here 

Platte Valley and West Central Weed Management Area’s 

Invasive Species Control in the Central Platte River 

2009-10 Summary  

S W A N  S O N G :  N A T U R A L I S T  W A R N S  A G A I N S T  F O R E I G N  B I R D S  O N  

E R I N  F I S H  F A R M   

K E E P I N G  W Y O M I N G  W A T E R S  Z E B R A - F R E E  

The Wyoming Legislature allocated $2.5 million to Game 

and Fish this session to keep zebra mussels out of Wyo-

ming's waters. However, this is just the beginning of a proc-

ess of figuring out a long-term solution to keep Wyoming 

waters zebra-free. 

Today, a summit about aquatic invasive species is being 

held in Casper, in order to address this issue. 

Sheridan Senator Bruce Burns is the Chairman of the com-

mittee that sponsored the bill on zebra mussels. 

Read the full article 
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Non-native swans becom-

ing a problem on Erin Fish 

Farm. Photo: Greg Layson, 

Guelph Mercury  

Zebra mussels, Photo: Karie Decker, 

Nebraska Invasive Species Project 

Phragmites along the Platte River. 

Photo: Karie Decker, Nebraska  

Invasive Species Project 

The Missouri River Recovery Program has final-

ized it’s 2009 Annual Report: Biological Opin-

ion on the Operation of the Missouri River Main 

Stem System, Operation and Maintenance of 

the Missouri River Bank Stabilization and Navi-

gation Project, and Operation of the Kansas 

River Reservoir System .   

Click on the link below and look in the ‘Annual 

Reports’ tab. 

Missouri River Recovery Program Report 

Missouri River Recovery Program 

2009 Annual Report 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/2009_10%20WMA%20Summary.doc
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/2009_10%20WMA%20Summary.doc
http://news.guelphmercury.com/News/article/610198
http://news.guelphmercury.com/News/article/610198
http://www.sheridanmedia.com/news/keeping-wyoming-waters-zebra-free8612
http://www.moriverrecovery.org/mrrp/f?p=136:6:963730843531349


The U.S. Supreme 

Court met on Friday to 

discuss closing ship-

ping locks around Chi-

cago. 

 

The meeting is not 

open to the public. It's 

more of a discussion 

on how to handle an 

invasive species 

known to take over 

the bodies of water it 

inhabits. Read the 

following articles to 

get the details. 

 

"The battle over how 

to prevent the fish 

from dominating Lake 

Michigan has drawn 

battle lines across the 

Great Lakes states. 

Michigan and several 

other states have 

sued Illinois, saying 

the river locks around 

Chicago near the lake 

need to be 

closed." 

 

"The Asian carp issue 

has marked a turning 

point in relations be-

tween the Great 

Lakes states, which gener-

ally have agreed in the 

past on policy geared at 

cleaning up the lakes and 

protecting ecosystems."  

nightmare," says Bissonnette who is the pro-

gram co-ordinator of the Naturalized Habitat 

Network of Essex County and Windsor.   Bis-

sonnette is taking his message to horticul-

tural groups and plans to issue his list by the 

end of the month. 

Read about the hit list here 

Crown vetch. Goutweed. 

Siberian elm.  They are 

three of the 18 exotic in-

vaders on horticulturalist 

Dan Bissonnette's not-

wanted list of plants he 

hopes gardeners will shun 

-- or even dig up -- this sea-

son.                                        

"What is today's plant of 

the month could become 

tomorrow's ecological 

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  T A K E S  U P  A S I A N  C A R P  

D E B A T E  A G A I N  

U S D A  A W A R D S  M O R E  T H A N  $ 4  

M I L L I O N  I N  W E E D Y  A N D  I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  

R E S E A R C H  G R A N T S  

L I K E  C A L I F O R N I A  O R A N G E  J U I C E ?  P R O T E C T  I T   

more citrus trees in home 

gardens in Southern Califor-

nia than in commercial or-

chards.   But even if we 

don’t have backyard fruit 

trees, all of us — whether 

we live in urban apart-

ments, suburban subdivi-

sions or rural farms — have 

a stake in sustaining agri-

culture in Ventura County. 

Read about the loss of cit-

rus trees here 

The disease that deci-

mated the Florida citrus 

industry — 250,000 acres 

of trees lost in just five 

years — is heading to-

ward our doorstep. This is 

an enormous prob-

lem not just for the 

agricultural industry, 

but for all of us. 

Many of us have 

backyard citrus trees 

that will be at risk — 

in fact, there are 
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Photo: epa.gov 

Asian Citrus Psyllid (right) an 

aphid that spreads the Huan-

glongbing (HLB) or Citrus 

Greening Disease ©Copyright 

2008 Citrus Research Board 

www.CaliforniaCitrusThreat.org  

AP File Photo: Asian carp jump out of 

the water after being disturbed by the 

sounds of passing boats in the Illinois 

River in December.  

White Popular (Populus 

alba) -one of many on the 

new ‘hit list’ Photo:Annette 

Casados, USFWS  

http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.wbez.org/Content.aspx?audioID=40793
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.detnews.com/article/20100319/NATION/3190353/1020/nation/U.S.-Supreme-Court-may-rule-on-Asian-carp-case
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/news/display.php?id=12273
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/news/display.php?id=12276
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/news/display.php?id=12276
http://www.CaliforniaCitrusThreat.org


In the 1930s, soil used as 

ballast to weigh down cargo 

ships from South America 

to Mobile, Alabama intro-

duced the red imported fire 

ant to the southern United 

States. Since then, the ants 

have been found as far 

north as Maryland and as 

far west as California, 

shorting out streetlights 

and eating through crops 

and native plants in the 

process.      Plant pests 

like the fire ant cost the 

U.S. an estimated $37.1 

billion per year in agricul-

tural and forest ecosystem 

losses. And since these 

pests primarily enter the 

country through interna-

tional hubs like Mobile and 

then spread to nearby eco-

systems, the early detection 

of exotic pests should start 

at the most vulnerable ur-

ban areas. At least that is 

the approach Manuel Col-

unga-Garcia from Michigan 

State University and col-

leagues propose in the March 

issue of Ecological Applica-

tions. The researchers suggest 

that, by establishing specific 

risk zones and using the infor-

mation to focus resources, offi-

cials can take additional meas-

ures to prevent an influx of ex-

otic pests while gaining knowl-

edge about invasions.  

Read about the study 

species, quagga mussels or Eurasian Water-

milfoil, stop at check stations to make sure 

they’re clean. Police and other law enforce-

ment officers would be able to stop or im-

pound any vessels if they have reason to be-

lieve they could have mussels on them.  

Read the full story to get the details.  

The Idaho Senate Friday 

approved legislation clarify-

ing and expanding how the 

state will try to keep water-

based invasive species out 

of Idaho. The legislation 

would require that all boats 

and other vehicles, includ-

ing cars and trailers, that 

could carry two invasive 

F R O M  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  H A R B O R  T O  N A T I V E  H A B I T A T   

I D A H O  S E N A T E  A P P R O V E S  E X P A N D E D  E N F O R C E M E N T  

O F  I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  C H E C K S   

trol and clear.         

Japanese Knotweed is 

listed by the World Con-

servation Union as one 

of the world's 100 worst 

invasive species. It 

grows vigorously at a 

rate of up to a metre a 

month, including 

through tarmac, con-

crete and drains, 

causing damage to roads and 

buildings costing the millions of 

pounds to remove each year. 

This deadly plant also damages 

our natural environment by stop-

ping other plants from growing, 

and destroying habitats for na-

tive species. 

Read the story here 

Wildlife Minister Huw Ir-

ranca-Davies gave the go-

ahead today for the release 

of an insect, called a psyl-

lid, to stop the spread of 

the non-native invasive 

plant Japanese Knotweed, 

a devastating plant which 

costs the UK economy over 

£150 million a year to con-
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New legislation allows for required 

check stations in Idaho  Photo: 

Katherine Jones / Idaho Statesman  

Japanese Knotweed fighting phisilid 

(Aphalara itadori); Photo: 

www.defra.uk.gov 

http://www.esa.org/pao/newsroom/press2010/03162010.php
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/news/display.php?id=12272
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/100309b.htm


The Nebraska Cooperat ive Fish  & Wildlif e    Research Unit , along w it h  p ar t -

ners b o t h  st at e-w id e and  nat ionally, have jo ined  t oget her  t o  p rovid e in f o rm a-

t ion  t o  t he   p ub lic and  p r ivat e sect o r  on  invasive sp ecies issues. Th is in f o rm a-

t ion  includ es b asic invasive sp ecies b io logy, m on it o r ing and  m anagem ent  m et h -

NE Coop Fish & Wildlife Research Unit 

909 Hardin Hall, 3310 Holdrege 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Lincoln, NE 68583-0984 

Phone: 402-472-3133 

Fax: 402-472-2772 

E-mail: invasives@unl.edu                 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 

N E B R A S K A  I N V A S I V E  
S P E C I E S  P R O J E C T  

Burn it where you buy it!  

Never transport firewood—it 

can harbor harmful insects 

like the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Pet Owners—never release 

your pets into the wild.  The 

can release exotic diseases 

and damage habitats. 

GET INVOLVED!!!                  

Stay informed, share your 

knowledge with others.  You 

are our first line of defense. 

 

                                           

Gardeners—Plant 

Native...If you 

don’t know, don’t 

grow it!  Native 

plants often re-

quire less water! 

Boaters and 

Fishermen 

Don’t dump 

your bait buck-

ets into the wa-

ter supply.  Drain and 

clean your boat and equip-

ment.      

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  P R E V E N T  T H E  S P R E A D  O F  

I N V A S I V E S  

The Nebraska Invasive Species Project 

The purpose of the Nebraska Invasive Species Advisory Council is 

to coordinate invasive species management and research across 

the State for the prevention and detection of invasive plant and 

animal species.  

Through a coordinated effort, we intend to provide land         

managers with the information needed to utilize funding and 

resources more effectively and efficiently. Our goal is to minimize 

the effects of harmful invasive species on Nebraska's citizens and 

ensure the economic and environmental well‐being of the state.  

Nebraska Invasive Species Project: 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
http://www.environmentaltrust.org/
http://snr.unl.edu/necoopunit/
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives

