
 

N I O B R A R A  H I G H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S  W I N      

N A T I O N A L  A W A R D  

Niobrara High School was recently announced the 

winner of the State Farm Service-Learning Youth 

Leadership for Service-Learning Excellence Award. 

This project originated four years ago when the Nio-

brara State Park invited our high school biology 

class to observe a conservation activity on the local 

banks of the Missouri River. Those students observed 

members of Nebraska Game and Parks, Northeast Ne-

braska Weed Control Board, US Army Corps of Engineers, and the Natural Re-

source District working together to control Purple Loosestrife, an invasive wetland 

plant.   Read more here 
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Nebraska Invasive Species Project: 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 

 

Interested in attending a conference on invasive species? 

Nebraska Invasive Species Project Calendar: http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/events.htm                                                  

National Conference Information:  http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/calendar.php                                  

Missed a Conference? Proceedings here:  http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/proceedings.shtml 

 
 

U P D A T E S  T O  T H E  N E B R A S K A  

I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  W E B S I T E !  
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I F  Y O U  H A V E  A  S U G G E S T I O N  F O R  T H E  

W E B S I T E ,  P L E A S E  E M A I L  U S :   

I N V A S I V E S @ U N L . E D U  

Purple Loosestrife 

Photo: Nebraska  

Weed Control Association 

http://teacherweb.esu1.org/NiobraraPublicSchools/discuss/msgReader$291?mode=topic&y=2009&m=10&d=26
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/events.htm
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/calendar.php
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/proceedings.shtml
http://www.snr.unl.edu/invasives
mailto:invasives@unl.edu
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives


Rainwater Basin Joint            

Venture Seminar                            

Feb. 3, 2010: Hastings, NE 

Dinos and Disasters:                

Extinctions                                                

Feb. 6, 2010: NU State 

Museum, Lincoln NE 

 

Pheasants Forever State 

Habitat Meeting            

Feb 6, 2010: Kearney, NE 

Rivers and Wildlife        

Conference                      

March 18-21, 2010:  

Kearney, NE 

 

MRNRC Con-

ference and BiOP Forum 

March 17-19 2010: Ne-

braska City, NE 

riparian and terrestrial 

vegetation growing in and 

round surface water.  The 

product is not harmful to 

aquatic or terrestrial fauna 

a recommended rates.  

Eleven water samples were 

taken a 5 different loca-

tions.  Read about the    

results here: 

During the summer of 2008 and 

2009, Platte Valley and West 

Central Weed Management ar-

eas applied trade name Habi-

tatR herbicide on approximately 

12,000 acres of Phragmites and 

Purple Loosestrife within the 

Platte River Cooridor.  Habitat R 

is EPA labeled for aquatic use to 

control undesirable wetland, 

C O N F E R E N C E S / E V E N T S  I N  N E B R A S K A  

 

P O S T - S P R A Y I N G  W A T E R - Q U A L I T Y  R E S U L T S  O N  T H E  P L A T T E  R I V E R  

R E S E A R C H E R S  M A K E  P R O G R E S S  I N  B A T T L E  A G A I N S T  

P H R A G M I T E S  

sive plants. 

 

Phragmites is a prob-

lem in Nebraska riv-

ers and streams, such 

as the Platte. 

 

Last October, Platte 

Valley Weed Manage-

ment Area (PVWMA) 

crews were busy 

spraying in Hall 

County along the 

Platte River areas desig-

nated for weed extermina-

tion. 

The PVWMA is a group of 

public and private agencies 

and individuals who are con-

cerned with stopping the 

spread of noxious and inva-

sive plants in the Central 

Platte River drainage area.  

Read 

University of 

Delaware re-

searchers 

have uncov-

ered a novel 

means of con-

quest em-

ployed by a 

common reed, 

Phragmites 

australis, 

which ranks as one of 

the world’s most inva-
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Check out what’s       

going on in Nebraska! 

Spraying the Platte River 

Photo: Gary Stone 

Phragmites (common reed) 

Photo: Nebraska Weed Control 

Association 

http://www.rwbjv.org/
http://www.rwbjv.org/
http://www-museum.unl.edu/events/dd2010.html
http://www-museum.unl.edu/events/dd2010.html
http://phastrax.phxwg.com/Renderer.aspx?Page=1236
http://phastrax.phxwg.com/Renderer.aspx?Page=1236
http://www.nebraska.audubon.org/RWC.htm
http://www.nebraska.audubon.org/RWC.htm
http://mrnrc2010.com/
http://mrnrc2010.com/
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/water_results_09.pdf
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/water_results_09.pdf
http://www.theindependent.com/articles/2010/01/02/news/local/doc4b40190930c1c059078448.txt


Invasive Alien Species, 

ranging from disease 

and plants, to rats and 

goats, are one of the 

top three threats to life 

on this planet, accord-

ing to a new publication 

coordinated by the 

Global Invasive Species 

Programme (GISP), of 

which IUCN is a partner. 

Most countries have 

made international 

commitments to tackle 

this threat, but only half 

have introduced rele-

vant legislation and 

even fewer are taking 

adequate action on the 

ground. The publication, 

“Global indicators of 

biological invasion: spe-

cies numbers, biodiver-

sity impact and policy 

responses”, 

looked at 57 

countries and 

found that, on 

average, there 

are 50 non-

indigenous spe-

cies per country 

which have a negative 

impact on biodiversity  

Read here 

Western and Eastern 

Europe, new research 

reveals. The findings, 

say experts, highlight 

the dramatic impact 

human activity can 

have on the success 

of alien species. This 

disparity, researchers 

argue in the February 

issue of Biological 

 The Cold War divided 

the people of Europe 

for nearly half a cen-

tury, and it turns out 

humans weren't the 

only ones stuck be-

hind the Iron Curtain. 

Trade blockades led 

to vastly different 

numbers and types of 

invasive birds in 

Conservation, had a 

profound effect on in-

vasive bird species.  

Read about the 

study here 

I M P A C T  O F  N A T U R E ’ S  I N V A D I N G  S P E C I E S  M E A S U R E D  

F O R  F I R S T  T I M E  

C O L D  W A R  S P L I T  B I R D S ,  T O O  

A  G U I D E  T O  N O N N A T I V E  I N V A S I V E  P L A N T S  I N V E N T O R I E D  I N  T H E  N O R T H  

B Y  F O R E S T  I N V E N T O R Y  A N D  A N A L Y S I S   

The Forest Inventory 

and Analysis (FIA) 

program of the U.S. 

Forest Service is an 

ongoing endeavor 

mandated by Con-

gress to determine 

the extent, condition, 

volume, growth, and 

depletions of timber 

on the Nation's forest 

land.  

FIA has responded to a growing demand for other information 

about our forests including, but not limited to, soils, vegetation, 

down woody material, and invasive plants. The intent of this guide 

is to aid FIA field staff in identifying 44 invasive plant species in 

the 24-state Northern Research Station region (Maine south to 

Delaware west to Kansas and north to North Dakota). However, 

this guide can be used by anyone interested in learning about 

these invasive plants. It contains distribution maps, short descrip-

tions, space for notes, and numerous pictures of each plant.  

Download the document here: 
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Cold warrior. The ruddy 

duck invaded Western 

Europe during the Cold 

War. Credit: Wikimedia 

Spotted Knapweed 

Photo: Nebraska  

Weed Control Association 

House mice kill chicks of the 

Endangered Atlantic Petrel on 

Gough Island and contributes to 

the species' poor breeding suc-

cess and rapid decline                 

Photo: Andrea Angel and Ross 

Wanless 

http://www.iucn.org/media/materials/releases/?4561/Impact-of-natures-invading-aliens-measured-for-first-time
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6V5X-4XSK7XV-1&_user=10&_coverDate=02%2F28%2F2010&_rdoc=10&_fmt=high&_orig=browse&_srch=doc-info%28%23toc%235798%232010%23998569997%231591125%23FLA%23display%23Volume%29&_cdi=5798&_sort=d&_docanchor=&_
http://sciencenow.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/2010/122/3
http://sciencenow.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/2010/122/3
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/34183
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/34183
http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/gtr/gtr_nrs52.pdf


The western corn 

rootworm beetle, a 

pest that feasts on 

corn roots and corn 

silk and costs grow-

ers more than $1 

billion annually in 

the U.S., also can 

survive on the per-

ennial grass Mis-

canthus x gigan-

teus, a potential bio-

fuels crop that 

would likely be 

grown alongside 

corn, researchers 

report. Rootworm 

beetle larvae can 

survive to adulthood 

on Miscanthus rhi-

zomes, and adult 

beetles will lay their 

eggs at the base of 

Miscanthus plants 

grown near corn-

fields, the research-

ers found. Their 

study, in the Public 

Library of Science 

journal PLoS ONE, 

is the first to iden-

tify Miscanthus as 

a host of the corn 

rootworm.  

Read full 

story 

ecologically and economically rational 

strategies for management, control or 

elimination of weedy or invasive spe-

cies. Of the amount, Merrigan said that 

nearly $500,000 is for a University of 

California, Davis Laboratory.       Read 

Here 

Agriculture Deputy Secre-

tary Kathleen Merrigan 

announced today that 

USDA's National Institute 

of Food and Agriculture 

(NIFA) is awarding $4.6 

million to 13 universities 

for research to develop 

B I O F U E L S  C R O P  C A N  H O S T  W E S T E R N  C O R N  

R O O T W O R M  

U S D A  A W A R D S  M O R E  T H A N  $ 4  

M I L L I O N  I N  W E E D Y  A N D  I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  

R E S E A R C H  G R A N T S  

T H E  V E X I N G  B U G S  I N  T H E  G L O B A L  T R A D I N G  S Y S T E M  

An estimated 500 million 

plants are imported to the U.S. 

each year, and shipments 

through one plant inspection 

station doubled to 52,540 be-

tween 2004 and 2006, ac-

cording to the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture. Today, about 30 

new invasive insects are dis-

covered annually in the U.S., 

up sharply over the last dec-

ade, the USDA says.                    

Read story here 

shipments through 

one plant inspection 

station doubled to 

52,540 between 

2004 and 2006, 

according to the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. 

Today, about 30 new inva-

sive insects are discovered 

annually in the U.S., up 

sharply over the last dec-

ade, the USDA says.  
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Photo: epa.gov 

After mating, the females begin feeding on corn 

pollen, silks and other corn tissue to obtain nutri-

ents to provision their eggs. By late summer, a well

-fed female will have deposited hundreds of eggs. 

(Credit: Photo by Joseph Spencer, INHS)  

As global trade has mounted, more goods are 

coming in from overseas, sometimes bringing with 

them the accidental cargo of destructive bugs and 

plants. are imported to the U.S. each year, and   

Getty Images 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/01/100105125844.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/01/100105125844.htm
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/newsroom/news/2010news/01212_invasive_species.html
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/newsroom/news/2010news/01212_invasive_species.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704362004575000883982322608.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_sections_news#articleTabs%3Darticle


Federal officials want 

to keep nine kinds of 

constrictor snakes 

out of the United 

States, saying they 

belong to invasive 

species that pose the 

single biggest threat 

to the nation's envi-

ronment.                            

"This is the story of 

the invasion of the 

snakes in the United 

States of America," 

Interior Secretary Ken 

Salazar said Wednes-

day, standing near a 

live python at John F. 

Kennedy International 

Airport.                                      

He said the Burmese 

python and the other 

"alien snakes" are 

diestroying some of 

the nation's most 

treasured — and most 

fragile — ecosys-

tems.New York is the 

biggest point of en-

try in the U.S. for 

imported wild-

life, the secre-

tary said. The 

ban covers any 

kind of import 

of invasive 

snakes into the 

U.S. 

Read here  

may become more aggressive as global warm-

ing gets a grip. In 2005, scientists from various 

science centres in Spain, Germany, Switzer-

land, Australia, the United States and Chile 

created the Mountain Invasion Research Unit 

(MIREN) in order to study the distribution of 

exotic species in high mountain species and to 

design experiments to confirm the invasive 

capacity of certain species in high mountain en-

vironments.    Read about the study here 

An international research 

team has studied the distri-

bution of plant species in 

mountainous environ-

ments. The study shows 

that mountain plant com-

munities are not particu-

larly resistant to invasion 

by exotic species. The sci-

entists also warn that these 

U . S .  M O V E S  T O  B A N  ‘ A L I E N  S N A K E S ’  

M O U N T A I N  P L A N T S  U N A B L E  T O  W I T H S T A N D  O N S L A U G H T  

F R O M  I N V A S I V E  S P E C I E S  

Also, on Wednesday, 

U.S. Rep. Dave Camp, R

-Mich., introduced a bill 

on the House floor to 

force the closing of two 

locks and expand the 

powers of the Army 

Corps of Engineers to 

stop migration of the 

invasive species before 

it 

reaches 

the Great 

Lakes in 

large 

numbers.  

Read 

about the bill 

Genetic material from the 

Asian carp, a voracious inva-

sive species long feared to be 

nearing the Great Lakes, has 

been identified for the first 

time at a harbor within Lake 

Michigan, near the Illinois-

Indiana border, ecologists and 

federal officials said Tuesday. 

Read about carp in IL   
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A Florida woman stumbles across 

a nine-foot python while out for a 

stroll. WPTV's Jon Shainman re-

ports.  NBC News Channel 

F I R S T  T R A C E S  O F  A S I A N  C A R P  I N  L A K E  M I C H I G A N ;  

A S I A N  C A R P  C R I S I S  H E A D I N G  T O  C O N G R E S S   

AP File Photo: Asian carp jump out of 

the water after being disturbed by the 

sounds of passing boats in the Illinois 

River in December.  

These invasive dandelions (Taraxacum offici-

nale) are getting a foothold in mountain eco-

systems such as this one in the Andes in 

Chile. (Credit: Anibal Pauchard)  

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34964148/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/01/100121083404.htm
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/news/display.php?id=12003
http://www.protectyourwaters.net/news/display.php?id=12003
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/20/science/20carp.html?scp=1&sq=asian%20carp&st=cse


The Nebraska Cooperat ive Fish  & Wildlif e    Research Unit , along w it h  p ar t -

ners b o t h  st at e-w id e and  nat ionally, have jo ined  t oget her  t o  p rovid e in f o rm a-

t ion  t o  t he   p ub lic and  p r ivat e sect o r  on  invasive sp ecies issues. Th is in f o rm a-

t ion  includ es b asic invasive sp ecies b io logy, m on it o r ing and  m anagem ent  m et h -

NE Coop Fish & Wildlife Research Unit 

909 Hardin Hall, 3310 Holdrege 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Lincoln, NE 68583-0984 

Phone: 402-472-3133 

Fax: 402-472-2772 

E-mail: invasives@unl.edu                 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 

N E B R A S K A  I N V A S I V E  
S P E C I E S  P R O J E C T  

Burn it where you buy it!  

Never transport firewood—it 

can harbor harmful insects 

like the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Pet Owners—never release 

your pets into the wild.  The 

can release exotic diseases 

and damage habitats. 

GET INVOLVED!!!                  

Stay informed, share your 

knowledge with others.  You 

are our first line of defense. 

 

                                           

Gardeners—Plant 

Native...If you 

don’t know, don’t 

grow it!  Native 

plants often re-

quire less water! 

Boaters and 

Fishermen 

Don’t dump 

your bait buck-

ets into the wa-

ter supply.  Drain and 

clean your boat and equip-

ment.      

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  P R E V E N T  T H E  S P R E A D  O F  

I N V A S I V E S  

The Nebraska Invasive Species Project 

The purpose of the Nebraska Invasive Species Advisory Council is 

to coordinate invasive species management and research across 

the State for the prevention and detection of invasive plant and 

animal species.  

Through a coordinated effort, we intend to provide land         

managers with the information needed to utilize funding and 

resources more effectively and efficiently. Our goal is to minimize 

the effects of harmful invasive species on Nebraska's citizens and 

ensure the economic and environmental well‐being of the state.  

Nebraska Invasive Species Project: 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
http://www.environmentaltrust.org/
http://snr.unl.edu/necoopunit/
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives

