
Conducting invasive species research in Nebraska? 

Please contact us!   

The Nebraska Invasive Species Project is creating a comprehensive online database of 

invasive species research and management in Nebraska.  The Invasive Species       

Research Database web-site will serve as a tool to connect researchers and             

managers as well as policymakers and the public.  Search by species, county, weed 

management area, etc. for research being conducted in your area.                                                                              

Please contact the Nebraska Invasive Species Project for more information                        

invasives@unl.edu 

G L O B A L L Y ,  I N V A S I V E  SP E C I E S  C A U S E                                            

$ 1 . 4  T R I L L I O N  O F  L O SS E S  P E R  Y E A R ! ! 

November 6, 2009 --  

The first-ever International 

Congress on Biological 

Invasions, held in Fuzhou, 

east Chinaõs Fujian Prov-

ince, from Nov. 2 to 6, 

called on policymakers 

worldwide to pay closer 

attention to the threat.  

The declaration adopted 

Friday also said they 

should be more aware of 

the links between biologi-

cal invasions, biodiversity 

loss, and the degradation 

of ecosystem services.  

The Fuzhou Declaration on 

Biological Invasions also 

urged policymakers and 

scientists to focus on the 

interactions between cli-

mate change and biologi-

cal invasions... 

Read Full Story 
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Conferences/Meetings on Invasive Species: 

National Conference Information:                                                         

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/calendar.php                                  

Missed a Conference? Proceedings here:  http://

www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/news/proceedings.shtml 

Nebraska Invasive Species Project: 

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives 
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October 14, 2009              

The Kansas Department 

of Wildlife and Parks 

(KDWP) has confirmed 

the presence of adult 

zebra mussels in the 

Kansas River below 

Perry Reservoir, as well 

as downstream, below 

the Bowersock Dam in 

Lawrence. KDWP staff 

had been expecting this 

since the 2007 discov-

ery of zebra mussels in 

Perry. Zebra mussel 

larvae, called "veligers," 

have been collected in 

the Kansas River as far 

downstream as Law-

rence since 2008. The 

first of the adult discov-

eries was made by the 

Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment 

in September near De-

Soto, and many others 

have been found since. 

Kansas Department of 

Wildlife and Parks 

 

Natural Resources in Er-

skine, Minn., said he re-

ceived a call Sunday after-

noon from a hunter whoõd 

shot the deer. The animal 

was a spike buck, Bensen 

said, and was about 60 per-

cent white with areas of 

brown down the middle and 

spots along its sides.  

November 10, 2009 - 

A deer hunter in northwestern 

Minnesota shot what turned out 

to be an axis deer Sunday. 

An exotic species, axis deer are 

native to India. 

Stuart Bensen, conservation 

officer for the Department of 

 òThe 
buck had 6- to 7-inch spikes but 

they didnõt go straight up,ó Ben-

sen said. òThey kind of went out 

at a 40-degree angle. It was kind 

of spooky looking, actually.ó 

 

Full story here 

 

Z E B R A  M U S S E L S  F O U N D  I N  K A N S A S  R I V E R 

H U N T E R  S H O O T S  E X O T I C  D E E R  I N  M I N N E S O T A 

F I R E W O O D  M O V E M E N T  P OL I C Y  S T A T E M E N T 

their natural range, 

greatly altering forest 

ecosystems. States 

have recently been 

fighting the spread of 

the emerald ash borer, 

Asian longhorned bee-

tle, hemlock woolly 

adelgid, Sirex wood 

wasp, gypsy moth, and 

others. It is even likely 

that new pests and dis-

eases are moving 

around the country yet 

undetected. A major 

vector for the spread of 

these insects and dis-

eases is firewood. a 

consistent national ap-

proach - focused on fire-

wood itself and not just 

individual pests - is 

needed to ensure con-

sistency across state 

lines.  

Read more here 

October, 2009 

One of the most serious 

threats to the forests 

across the country 

comes from non-native, 

invasive insects and 

diseases. Some of 

these insects and dis-

eases, such as the 

chestnut blight and 

Dutch elm disease, 

have nearly eliminated 

major tree species 

across the majority of 
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Dreisena polymorpha  

Zebra Mussel  -  USGS 

Axis deerñcommon in India, was 

shot in Minnesota last week.  

Photo: public domain 

http://www.kdwp.state.ks.us/KDWP-Info/News/Weekly-News/10-8-09/ZEBRA-MUSSELS-FOUND-IN-KANSAS-RIVER
http://www.kdwp.state.ks.us/KDWP-Info/News/Weekly-News/10-8-09/ZEBRA-MUSSELS-FOUND-IN-KANSAS-RIVER
http://www.examiner.com/x-19101-Kittson-County-Top-News-Examiner~y2009m11d11-Hunter-shoots-bizarre-axis-deer-in-northern-Minnesota--but-the-species-is-native-to-India
http://www.stateforesters.org/node/1466


November 2009 

In April 2006, NGPC 

confirmed the presence 

of Zebra mussels in 

Lake Offutt.  This was 

the first confirmed 

population of zebra 

mussels in the state of 

Nebraska. In Septem-

ber 2008 and April 

2009, the lake was 

treated with copper sul-

fate to eradicate the 

mussels. Since then,  

no veligers or live adult 

mussels have been ob-

served in the lake after 

the treatment. The real 

test will come over the 

next couple years, 

though. If no mussels 

are observed I think we 

can safely say the treat-

ment was successful, 

until then we are simply 

optimistic that our ini-

tial results look promis-

ing. 

 

Read the full report 

from  Offutt Air Force 

Base 

with the Nebraska For-

est Service said moun-

tain pine beetle attacks 

have been reported in 

Scottsbluff, Gering, 

Minatare, Kimball, and 

areas of the Wildcat 

Hills. Nebraska's first 

mountain pine beetle 

infestation was con-

firmed near Harrisburg 

this summer. According 

 September 2009  

The mountain pine bee-

tle, a small insect that 

has killed millions of 

acres of pine trees in 

the western U.S. and 

portions of Canada, has 

shown up on trees in 

several western Ne-

braska communities. 

Forest health experts 

to Harrell, Scotch 

pine is very suscepti-

ble to mountain pine 

beetle attacks, while 

Ponderosa and Aus-

trian pines are sus-

ceptible to a lesser 

degree.  

Read more about Moun-

tain Pine Beetle in Ne-

braska... 

O F F U T T  B A S E  L A K E                                                      

Z E B R A  M U S S E L  E R A D I C A T I O N  R E P O R T 

M O U N T A I N  P I N E  B E E T L E  S P R E A D I N G  I N  P A N H A ND L E   

S C I E N T I S T S  F I G H T I N G  I N V A S I V E  W E E D S  A L O N G  P L A T T E  R I V E R   

October 2009 

Invasive weeds that thrive 

in wetlands seriously im-

pact wildlife habitat and 

water flows in the Platte 

River, but University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln re-

searchers are working to 

combat them.  Knezevic is 

leading a three-year dem-

onstration and research 

project into various con-

trol methods for common 

reed, including disking, 

mowing and chemicals. About 10 

different experiments began last 

spring in four areas of the river 

between North Platte and Grand 

Island, where it is particularly 

invasive. The experiments are 

being conducted on both public 

and private land with the permis-

sion and collaboration of land-

owners, the Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commission, the Rowe 

Sanctuary at Gibbon and the 

Nature Conservancy. 

Read the full story 
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fs.fed.us  

http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/OAFB%20ZM%20Final%20Summary%20Report.pdf
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/OAFB%20ZM%20Final%20Summary%20Report.pdf
http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/documents/OAFB%20ZM%20Final%20Summary%20Report.pdf
http://ianrnews.unl.edu/static/0909151.shtml
http://ianrnews.unl.edu/static/0909151.shtml
http://ianrnews.unl.edu/static/0909151.shtml
http://ianrnews.unl.edu/static/0910020.shtml


October, 2009 -- 

The pathogen that 

causes sudden oak 

death disease in Califor-

nia has a different ge-

netic fingerprint than 

fungal strains found in 

nurseries in Oregon and 

Washington, according 

to Agricultural Research 

Service (ARS) scientists. 

This discovery, pub-

lished in the journal 

PLoS Pathogens, will 

allow scientists to dis-

tinguish infections in 

other states as likely 

having originated from 

either California or the 

Pacific Northwest.  The 

pathogen Phytophthora 

ramorum affects not 

only oak and tanoak 

trees, but also 

popular orna-

mental plants 

such as rhodo-

dendrons, vibur-

nums and camel-

lias. Movement of 

infected plants from one 

location to another can 

contribute to the spread of 

the disease.  

Read Full Story  

the Journal of Applied Ecology 

have been closely involved in 

the planning of the first Inter-

national Congress on Biologi-

cal Invasions be held in 

China. To coincide with the 

Congress, and also to bring 

applied perspectives in the 

October, 2009 -- A key stra-

tegic aim of the Journal of 

Applied Ecology is to increase 

both the authorship and read-

ership of the journal from 

Asia, and we are working pro-

actively to achieve this. In this 

regard the Editorial board of 

P A T H W A Y S  O F  M O V E M E N T  O F  S U D D E N  O A K  D E A T H  

P A T H O G E N  D E S C R I B E D 

V I R T U A L I S S U E :  K E Y  P E R S P E C TI V E S  I N  T H E  

M A N A G E M E N T  O F  B I O L O GI C A L  I N V A S I O N S 

C O N G R E S S  F U L L Y  A U T H OR I Z E S  G R E A T  L A K E S  

R E S T O R A T I O N  I N I T I A T IV E  

tling to restore the 

lakes -but today is a 

new day and now we 

have to ensure that 

the authorizers in 

Congress provide 

the full amount of 

money that was au-

thorized and we 

have to continue to 

pursue policies and 

regulations that will save 

our lakes from current 

and future harm. The 

Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative is a spending 

bill ð different from 

regulatory or policy legis-

lation. Both types of bills 

are part of the duel track 

that how is committed to 

pursuing as part of our 

strategy to restore the 

lakes.   READ HERE 

November, 2009 --  

By the end of last week, 

the US House and Senate 

passed and the US Presi-

dential signed a bill that 

contains the first-ever 

financial commitment ð 

$475 million for FY 2010 

ð to address the most 

urgent threats to the 

Great Lakes. This was a 

huge victory for the lakes 

ð a surge of cash into on-

the-ground programs bat-
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Phytopthora ramorum, the pathogen 

that causes sudden oak disease  

Photo courtesy of Joseph O'Brien, 

USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org  

is launching a Virtual Is-

sue presenting the 20 

most cited papers the 

journal has published in 

this field in the last 5 

years.      More here... 

ôRocksnotõ or Didymo can result in 

dense algal blooms that block 

sunlight and disrupt ecological proc-

esses, causing a decline in native 

plant and animal life . DOI. USGS. 

Fort Collins Science Center.  

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/10/091002105359.htm
http://www.icbi2009.org
http://www.icbi2009.org
http://www.icbi2009.org
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20091111/SHE06/911110469/1109/Editorial--Great-Lakes-a-step-closer-to-recovery
http://www.detnews.com/article/20091029/POLITICS03/910290485/1361/House-OKs-bill-to-fight-Great-Lakes-pollution
http://www.detnews.com/article/20091029/POLITICS03/910290485/1361/House-OKs-bill-to-fight-Great-Lakes-pollution
http://www.journalofappliedecology.org/view/0/virtualissueoct09.html

