Shipping Ethanol-preserved samples via FedEx:
Review this web info:
http://collections.nhm.org/library/hazmat:hazmat


· The first shipment involved 50 glass vials, 2-dram each, or slight less than 2 ml each, a total of less than 100 ml
· The samples were fin clips preserved in ethanol, for genetic testing
· Ethanol shipping info:
· UN 1170
· Liquid ethanol
· Hazard class 3
· Packing group II
· Shipping category: “Dangerous Goods in Excepted Quantities”
· The maximum amount of preservative (total amount) is 500 ml
· Larger quantities can be shipped as “Dangerous Goods in Limited Quantities” which will incur an additional fee. Maximum amount of preservative (total) is 1 liter (1000 ml)
· Packing instructions:
· Place specimens in plastic tube with secure screw or snap top.
· Vials should be wrapped in small groups and wrapped with packaging tape. This makes one single unit out of many and will prevent movement and collision during shipping.
· Double page the vials with zip lock bags, heat seal is possible, to prevent leakage
· Wrap bags in absorbent material and place in a third, sealed bag. Heat seal if possible.
· These pouches should each be wrapped with bubble wrap to further separate each pouch, tape bubble wrapping to secure.
· Place the triple-bagged specimens, now in a single pouch, in a larger box surrounded by either (not both) packing peanuts, air packets, or other impact absorbing packing material. Shipped boxes can come down a ramp at upwards of 60 miles per hour!
· CANNOT be packed in a FedEx box. Must be a regular corrugated box.
· The SNR Map Sales area can finish the packing (i.e. find a sturdy box, fill with packing material, etc.), fill out the required FedEx forms and get it picked up by FedEx. Give them a cost object for charging the shipping. They will need all the ethanol shipping info above, the packing instructions, the vial contents, etc. for filling out the forms.

