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Useful to Usable: 
Transforming Climate Variability and Change Information 

for Cereal Crop Producers 

About U2U

• Transform existing climate information 
into usable knowledge for agricultural 
decision making

• Give farmers the resources and training 
to more effectively manage variable 
climate conditions

• Increase Extension capacity to address 
agro‐climate issues

Our Vision

More resilient and profitable farms 
in a variable and changing climate

U2U Team

climatologists, crop modelers, agronomists, 
IT specialists, economists, sociologists, Extension, and more

We strive to transform useful information into usable tools that 
actually get used!

Stakeholder interaction, from the beginning and throughout 
the entire process, is essential!

Regular evaluation of our tools, and our team, to ensure we are 
meeting needs.

Photo credit: https://fromasecondstorywindow.wordpress.com/ 
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Stakeholder Interaction

• Surveys

• Focus groups

• Interviews

• User testing

• Hands-on training

Things We’ve Learned

• Topics people are interested in

• How they currently use information

• When they need information

• Where they go for information

Historical and future climate info is underutilized
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Prokopy et al. 2013. “Agricultural Advisors: A Receptive Audience for Weather and Climate Information?” Weather, Climate, and Society, 5:162-167

Haigh et al. 2015. “Mapping the Decision Points and Climate Information use of 
Agricultural Producers across the U.S. Corn Belt.” Climate Risk Management

When can climate information influence

a decision making process?

• Survey data revealed when 
different decisions made across the 
region.

• These can be “entry points” for 
climate information.

• Some decisions made in advance 
(e.g. seed purchase); some more 
tactical (e.g. cover crops)S
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Q: Please indicate how influential the following groups and individuals are when 
you make decisions about agricultural practices and strategies 

Results from a 2012 survey of Midwestern corn producers conducted by Useful to Usable (U2U) and SustainableCorn.org
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Prokopy et al. 2014. “Adoption of Agricultural Conservation Practices: Insights from Research and Practice” Purdue Extension Publication FNR-488-W.

Who do non-Extension ag advisors trust for climate information?

Distrust Trust

Prokopy, L.S., et al.. 2015. “Extension's Role in Disseminating Information about Climate Change to Agricultural Stakeholders in the United States.” Climatic Change.
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Thank you!

Follow Us on Twitter!

@AgClimate4U

Blog: AgriClimateConnection.org

Dr. Linda Prokopy
lprokopy@purdue.edu
765-496-2221

Join Our Mailing List!
http://tinyurl.com/U2Unews


